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Action for Impact
We started 2016 with a strong action agenda in the 
classroom and beyond. What were we going to do, together, 
to optimise learning and position our Mentone Girls to 
have impact now and for their future? A future of driverless 
cars, increasing automation, disruptive forces and global 
competitiveness which are rapidly changing the world of 
work. A future where our students can no longer afford to 
muddle their way through and hope that something will come 
along, but one where they will have to ‘make their own luck’.

Action from staff
The people who help our students make their own luck 
every day are the staff. Nothing would be possible without 
their creativity, commitment, energy and passion, and I 
thank every one of them for the intellectual energy and the 
emotional labour they put into ensuring their efforts have 
great impact for our students and our School. Through  
their enterprising ideas and initiatives, we have continued  
to develop our programs and enhance our physical campus. 

We are particularly fortunate to have outstanding educators 
and leaders in their field; people like Gerald Keuneman, who 
this year received the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) 
for his service to the community through music. Gerald 
is not only an exceptionally talented musician, he is also a 
passionate and inspiring educator. 

We have so many staff members, like Gerald, who 
dedicate their time and energy to our School. For one staff 
member, this dedication has lasted longer than most and 
after 35 remarkable years, we farewelled Marilyn Wiber. 
In a wonderful retirement reception to celebrate her 
long-standing association and service to our School, we 
honoured Marilyn as Head of Curriculum Services and as 
one of Australia’s leading experts in the field of geography 
education. She supported the School’s vision to be an 
Australian school with an international outlook, and has  
been such a great role model and advocate. We wish  
Marilyn nothing but happiness in her retirement and all  
the best for the next exciting chapter of her life.

As one door closes, another opens, and we welcomed two 
new senior staff members to our team. Louise Robinson-
Lay, our new Head of Curriculum, has brought a wealth of 
experience to this role with a Master’s Degree in Education, 
focusing on two areas of passion, leadership and technology. 
Louise’s future-focused approach, where innovation and new 
ideas are the key drivers of success, are already having an 
impact for our students and staff. We also welcomed Libby 
Lewin as our new Head of Sport. Libby has reinvigorated  

our sporting program, challenging and inspiring both staff  
and students alike with her infectious enthusiasm and  
passion for sport, not to mention taking our sport mascot,  
Matilda the Meerkat, to a whole a new level!

We have always known that our teachers build great 
relationships with students to help them achieve in many areas 
and this year has been no exception. Brilliant results in sport, 
our creative arts, and in academics have highlighted the great 
collaboration between staff and students in an environment 
where learning is respected, valued and fun. It is the positive 
actions of our staff that have such an impact on the personal 
growth of our students and the ongoing success of our School. 

Action for Wellbeing
In addition to being a school with an outstanding track record 
of academic achievement, we know that our impact does not 
rest on academic results alone – in a complex, competitive 
world, they are not enough. Ours is more of a human 
endeavour, to wrestle with what young women face in their 
own personal and school lives and how to build, with them, 
the resilience to define their own success criteria, define their 
leadership purpose and be able to make their own luck.

Just as our students experience new opportunities and life 
lessons, parents too, need to adapt their techniques and 
recognise the importance of modern parenting in a hyper-
connected world. In April, we welcomed one of Australia’s 
leading Clinical Psychologists, Dr Judith Locke, to host a 
week-long program of seminars for parents and staff on 
the theme of Confident and Capable Girls, as part of our 
ongoing All About Girls parenting series.

Judith discussed practical solutions to encourage age-
appropriate behaviour for children and helpful ways for them 
to be confident and cope better with the complexities of 
life, in particular the modern challenges facing girls. She also 
discussed difficult behaviours exhibited by children, such as 
pushing limits, and highlighted proven parenting techniques 
that effectively manage and reduce these common problems. 
Judith said that parents’ actions should not be primarily 
focused on making their children successful now, but should 
be focused on building their life skills that will enable them  
to be successful in the future, without parental help.

As always, our guiding principles underpin the key values of 
respect and learning, providing a strong foundation for building 
resilience, confidence, empathy, drive and determination. Our 
extensive WAVES pastoral care program enables students to 
learn strategies on how to ‘bounce back’ from failure, cope 
with pressure and be resilient to change and disappointment. 
It is these life lessons that will have the most impact on how 
our students define and achieve their own criteria for success. 

WELCOME TO OUR ‘ACTION fOR IMPACT’ EDITION Of  
well ReD. IN THESE PAGES, I HOPE YOU WILL ENjOY  
READING ABOUT HOW OUR STUDENTS AND STAff  
HAVE TAkEN ACTION AND INITIATIVES THAT  
HAVE BEEN CHALLENGING, THOUGHT PROVOkING, 
DYNAMIC AND, Of COURSE, IMPACTING.

MESSAGE fROM  
THE PRINCIPAL
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Action from the wider community
Success for our School comes in many forms and I thank 
parents and our many friends in the wider community for their 
contribution to many of our outstanding accomplishments. 
Our innovations in technology, including exciting projects in 
virtual reality and opportunities for staff and students to have 
fantastic IT support and experiences, just could not happen 
without the expertise, interest and financial backing of parents 
and their businesses. 
This is also true of our alumnae community who contribute 
so much to the lifeblood of our School. Our very successful 
Remarkable Women gala dinner this year brought together so 
many amazing women, from artists to physicists, excited to be 
part of our School and fantastic role models for our students.
Reunions in Brisbane, Sydney and New York also highlighted  
the ‘stickiness’ of the Mentone connection and the ongoing 
impact of a Mentone Girls’ Grammar education. 

Maximum Impact 
Our society faces tremendous challenges in supporting the growth 
and wellbeing of young people; and, although our School will be 
119 years old, we are determined that our approach to our future 
won’t be ‘old school’, but ‘bold school’, for we too must rise boldly 
to the challenges of our times! Our students need their education 
to be relevant in a fast-changing world; they need knowledge, but 
they also need enterprising attitudes formed, skills developed, 
and networks constructed so that, as young women, they will be 
well placed to have their ‘knowledg  e efficiently acquired, skilfully 
managed and creatively applied’ (1) for maximum impact.

I hope that this well RED will demonstrate that everything 
we do, we do for the benefit of our students so that, 
together, we may make a contribution to these remarkable 
girls – young women who are entering a world of 
enormous opportunity where they can craft a purposeful, 
compassionate and joyful life and make their own luck.

Action through enterprise
At a global level, there has been much discussion about 
how we prepare our students for the future. According to 
Australia’s former Chief Scientist, Professor Ian Chubb, an 
important missing link for Australia to transition into the 
new world is the entrepreneur, one who is able to translate 
knowledge into Australian businesses and jobs.(1) You can 
approach this through education at all levels by enabling 
inquiry, encouraging creativity and opening horizons. This  
is exactly what we do at Mentone.

One clear example is in the area of enterprise education.  
This has been a priority at the School since 2008 and this year 
we were delighted to see it take a more visible place on our 
campus with the opening of our new Enterprise Academy,  
the impact of which you can read about on pages 7 – 9. 

Through our Enterprise Academy, we are having an impact, 
and will continue to embed this work as inseparable from a 
Mentone Girls’ Grammar education, not independent of it, 
by continuing our efforts in innovative science, technology, 
engineering, arts and mathematics (STEAM) initiatives, 
financial intelligence, as well as critical work in intercultural 
understanding and global citizenship. We are renowned 
for our approaches to science, providing even more 

opportunities for students from our Early Learning Centre 
up, including a trip to NASA in December. In addition, 
our innovations in technology continue, including exciting 
projects in computer coding, robotics and virtual reality, 
as well as the introduction of a new digital technologies 
course for students in Years 8 & 9 from 2017. We have also 
commenced a four year partnership with the Australian 
Mathematics and Science Institute (AMSI) called ‘Choose 
Maths’ to enhance our students’ capabilities in mathematics 
and problem solving skills and to change community 
attitudes to participation in mathematics, especially for girls.

In the arts arena, music and drama are always areas of 
impact at this School. We encourage students to exercise 
creativity and unify the use of higher-order thinking skills, 
emotional engagement and an enterprising mindset.  
The result is outstanding performances such as the  
2016 production of Stage Door featured on page 10.  
We also welcomed a number of motivating, internationally-
renowned musicians to help our students harness their 
strengths in music, and many also benefitted from an 
extraordinary program with the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra. If the outstanding music at BIG ART and 
Presentation Night are anything to go by, our students have 
certainly felt the impact of these inspirational opportunities!

fran reddan 
Principal

(1)  “Boosting high-Impact entrepreneurship in Australia - A role for universities”, spike Innovation, october 2015, p.iii. This document is available online at www.chiefscientist.gov.au
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THE well ReD MAGAzINE IS AN ANNUAL PROMPT fOR 
EVERYONE, INCLUDING THE BOARD Of DIRECTORS, TO 
REfLECT ON THE YEAR’S ACHIEVEMENTS, THE PATH AHEAD 
AND THE PEOPLE WHO MAkE IT ALL HAPPEN.

The remit of the Board of Directors is as simple as it is 
important: to ensure good governance and to set the 
strategic direction for the School. I am happy to say that  
the School has been exceptionally successful on both fronts 
this year. I would like to thank and congratulate Principal  
Fran Reddan, her leadership team, staff and teachers for 
their unwavering contribution to our School.

Exceeding expectations
We exceeded expectations in a number of strategically 
important areas including:

•  Enrolments – our numbers continue to grow across the 
School, and included the introduction of an additional class 
at Year 7 this year to accommodate demand. In 2017 we 
have also introduced an extra class at Year 5 which is fast 
becoming a very desirable entry point for families into our 
School. We also have waiting lists in a number of year levels 
in 2017 and overall our retention rate is excellent with 
families committed to the specialist education we offer  
to girls. It is this positive word of mouth that continues  
to drive our enrolments.

•  Academic performance – we continue to see very 
positive outcomes across key academic success measures 
including NAPLAN and VCE.

•  Built environment – the School has accelerated a  
number of important facility redevelopments this year  
as we continually strive to provide the best possible 
teaching and learning environment.

Campus highlights
One of the highlights this year for me was the launch of 
the Enterprise Academy. The response from the girls, our 
community, other schools and the media illustrates that 
Mentone Girls’ Grammar is setting a high benchmark in this 
priority area. The School delivers on our mission to prepare 
our girls for their future – a future that will not only require 
knowledge but also entrepreneurship and innovation.

The Performing Arts renovation and lighting improvements 
in the Simpson Visual Arts Centre were also completed 
successfully, allowing the School to better cater for our large 
number of students who have an interest in the arts, both 
visual and performing. 

In the coming months, we will further invest in the 
improvement of the Kerferd Library and add a quiet study 
space for senior students. We also hope to commence  
construction of the Wellbeing Precinct (Aquatic Centre) –  
a highly anticipated project that follows our strategic focus 
on sports and wellbeing. In the coming months you will 
receive a lot more information – along with opportunities  
to support this wonderful project.

Planning for the future
While completion of the Wellbeing Precinct will be a big 
step, it is just one puzzle piece of a new infrastructure 
Master Plan that the Board commissioned earlier in the year. 
The plan takes a long term view on the ever evolving needs 
of our School and will ensure that our girls have access to 
facilities that continue to make their education outstanding 
and relevant for years to come. 

In addition, as we enter the final year of our current  
Strategic Plan 2013 – 2017: great expectations And… (1) 
the Board will shortly commence the process of developing 
a new Strategic Plan for 2018 – 2022. The Strategic Plan 
is typically developed in a five-year cycle. It builds on past 
achievement and beyond to prepare the School and the  
girls for challenges that are just appearing on the horizon.  
The role of schools continues to evolve and we are 
determined to stay at the forefront of education for girls. 
We are aiming for broad participation and look forward to 
creating a solid foundation for the next leg of a great journey.
(1)   strategic Plan 2013 –2017: great expectations And… can be found on the 

school’s website under About us/governance.

Governance
The Board and School management have further invested in 
governance by strengthening the policy framework, setting 
clear objectives and measures of success (KPIs), our risk 
management and approach to Child Safety. These initiatives, 
while often behind the scenes, are important corner stones 
that support our success as we continue to grow. 

Action with Impact
This year the School’s theme has been 'Action for Impact'. 
From the Board’s perspective the School clearly delivered. 
This is testament to you – our teachers, staff, students, 
parents, alumnae and fellow Directors. You make our School 
a remarkable place; one that gives our girls the confidence 
that their thoughts, skills and actions indeed have impact.

Jesco d'Alquen 
President of Council

COUNCIL NEWS

4



5

Class of 2015 Highlights
•   100% of our Students  

attained their VCE
•   Dux achieved an  

Atar of 99.8 
•   9% of the Class  

achieved Atars of 99+ 
•   24% of the Class  

achieved Atars of 95+ 
•   49% of the Class  

achieved Atars of 90+ 
•   78% of the Class  

achieved Atars of 80+

•  100% of our students received 
first round VTAC offers  

•  83.6% received their 1st or 
2nd preference

  ACU

  Deakin

  La Trobe

  Monash

  RMIT

  University of Melbourne

  Holmesglen

Tertiary Offers by Institution (January 2016)

  Agriculture & Environment

  Creative Arts

  Food & Hospitality

  Health

  Engineering & Related Technologies

  Management & Commerce 

   Natural & Physical Sciences

  Society, Culture & Law

Tertiary Offers by Course Type (January 2016)

RESULTS  
WITH IMPACT
Every year, our VCE students feature among the State’s 
best, and the Class of 2015 has continued this strong 
tradition of excellence. Our success comes from a school 
that is large enough to offer breadth and depth, but small 
enough where our students are celebrated as individuals 
within a community. In addition, we are committed to 
an extensive program of careers education and tertiary 
counselling support that commences as a core subject 
at Year 10. This comprehensive program, which includes 
personalised in-depth Morrisby career assessment, 
enables students to develop a view of their preferred 
futures and to understand their personal aptitudes, skills, 
strengths and challenges. 

Students are supported and encouraged to make informed 
choices about future pathways and the learning experiences 
required to achieve them. Our students have a well-
developed sense of their vocational preferences, and are able 
to choose courses that match their interests, personality, 
preferred learning style and future career aspirations.



Remarkable experiences
At school, we are surrounded with so many opportunities 
that, if you choose to grasp them, can lead to the most 
‘remarkable’ experiences of your school life. For me, that 
was becoming a member of the Student Executive for 2016, 
together with Caitlin and Clarissa.

Working in our team of three, we quickly found through 
collaboration and sharing skills that even as a small group, we 
were able to undertake amazing events such as organising 
the VCE ball ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ to sharing our 
‘0.06%’ vision with the rest of the School through student-led  
assemblies. Even with the daunting prospect of exams and 
the insurmountable pile of study and homework that  
comes with it, being able to give back, through leadership,  
to the School that has supported me for so many  
years, was one of the best things about the role.

Of course, Caitlin, Clarissa and myself cannot take all the 
credit! Many of the events we had planned and organised 
would not have run so smoothly without the girls in our year 
level willing to help us along the way. To our Class of 2016 –  
I would like to thank every single one of you who helped out, 
even in a small way, with our efforts this year; we’re finally at 
the end of the road and, whilst its flown past in a whirlwind 
of house events, formal stress and SACS I’m so proud to be 
graduating with a group of girls that I know, can and will do 
anything they set their mind to. 

Bronte segota 
Deputy Head Girl

The happiest of times
When asked to reflect upon our journey as leaders and 
students, no words can quite do it justice. I feel that my 
7 years at Mentone have given me the happiest times of 
my life, taught me the most valuable of lessons and helped 
me grow into who I am today. I also feel equipped with an 
abundance of knowledge and a strong support network 
of teachers, mentors and friends, ready to enter the next 
chapter of my life, but most of all, I will leave these school 
gates with immense gratitude for the confidence and 
personal growth this School has given me. I know that  
with my Mentone Girls' education, the possibilities for  
the future are endless and the world truly is our oyster. 

It has been a privilege to serve this incredible School 
community in my capacity as Deputy Head Girl and I will 
cherish the skills I have gained and the fond memories I have 
made during my final year at school. As a part of the Student 
Executive this year, I am very proud of the way we have each 
challenged ourselves beyond what was ever thought possible 
and together we have overcome many obstacles and achieved 
our goals. I take pride in knowing that in some way or another, 
Caitlin, Bronte and I have made our mark on this School.

To the Class of 2016... congratulations. We have finally  
made it, and to all the teachers, students and parents that 
make up this School community, thank you for being my 
second family and giving me so much to look back on.

clarissa sonntag 
Deputy Head Girl

Blink and you’ll miss it!
Everyone tells you that Year 12 will fly past. This may seem 
incongruous with being mired in seemingly endless SACs 
and other obligations, but having almost finished, I can tell 
you that if I had blinked, I would have missed it. I am so glad 
I didn’t.

As Head Girl this year, I have learnt that leadership is a 
process of perpetual learning and growth. It truly does 
come from within. I wouldn’t have known that as part of 
a small team of three I could have organised the VCE Ball 
for 250 people, or run three successful assemblies, or even 
balanced all of the expectations of the Student Executive 
with the demands of Year 12. But looking back, I have been 
developing these skills for years, and only now that I have 
been challenged in this way do I realise that I have been 

preparing to lead and excel academically at the same time, 
throughout my 10 years at this wonderful School.

Our student theme this year has been ‘Celebrating the 
0.06%’ because only that tiny fraction of our DNA makes us 
unique from every other human. We have encouraged the 
girls to be proud of their individual talents and achievements, 
to celebrate their peers’ successes and to avoid belittling 
ourselves or others out of a perception of inadequacy. 

I want to wish Maddie Royle, Lilli d’Alquen and Elena 
Natsioulas all the best for 2017 as the first ‘School Captain’ 
and ‘Deputy School Captains’; I know they will be incredible.

caitlin cole 
Head Girl

from left:  
Clarissa Sonntag, Caitlin Cole & Bronte Segota

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
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MENTONE GIRLS’ GRAMMAR IS GAINING SIGNIfICANT RECOGNITION fOR OUR ExTENSIVE WORk 
IN THE ENTERPRISE ARENA, WHICH INCLUDES THE OPENING Of OUR ExCITING NEW ENTERPRISE 
ACADEMY AND BEING NAMED ONE Of THE EDUCATOR MAGAzINE’S 2016 INNOVATIVE SCHOOLS.

Enterprise Academy Opening 
It’s been a big year for our Enterprise Academy! 
After being a virtual incubator for nearly ten  
years, our Enterprise Academy now stands  
proudly in the renovated Fletcher House,  
providing greater visibility and space for this 
strategic priority in developing future-focussed 
enterprise education for young women. 

We were thrilled to welcome global entrepreneur and  
Founding Director of Club Kidpreneur, Creel Price, to  
officially open the Academy. In front of a packed audience from 
industry, government, education and our School community,  
Creel praised our School for our dedication to a future-focussed 
education that promotes interactive, experiential enterprise learning.  
We were also thrilled to be named a Club Kidpreneur  
Hero School. This honorary role is only awarde to ten 
schools nationally identified by Club Kidpreneur as being 
entrepreneurial in both culture and leadership, and are 
particularly proactive in enterprise education. We are  
delighted to be the only all-girls school in Victoria to receive 
this accolade. This year we were also named as one of  
The Educator magazine’s 2016 Innovative Schools for  
our outstanding contribution to enterprise education. 

“The Enterprise Academy will further support our initiatives to 
help students to develop an enterprising mindset and prepare 
them for the complexity of an unknown future. Through our 

partnerships with industry, universities, entrepreneurs  
and other creative thinkers, we are able to  
extend enterprise learning and leadership  

specifically tailored for girls.”

fran Reddan

ENTERPRISE ACADEMY HAS LANDED
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IT HAS BEEN PREDICTED THAT THE 
AVERAGE YOUNG PERSON WILL HAVE SEVEN 
DIffERENT jOBS ACROSS fIVE DIffERENT 
INDUSTRIES THROUGHOUT THEIR LIfETIME, 
SO WE ARE ACTIVELY BUILDING THE 
ENTERPRISING ATTITUDES AND SkILLS  
Of OUR STUDENTS THROUGH A DYNAMIC 
AND ENGAGING CURRICULUM. 

Year 1 students have been learning all about financial literacy; 
exploring essential skills that will equip them for a more 
secure future in a globalised economy. Our partnership  
with Club Kidpreneur has enabled our Year 4 students to 
stretch their creativity, develop productive ideas and use 
initiative, innovation and industry to create products of value.  
In Years 2 – 5, students have been dynamite entrepreneurs 
in our Junior Enterprise, producing excellent results in their 
business and social enterprise projects, whilst our Year 6 
students have been working hard as part of our Senior 
Enterprise, exploring new learning opportunities, practical 
skills and a range of industry experiences.

Our Senior Enterprise students have also enjoyed an array 
of enterprise opportunities, including events, classroom 
activities, and after-school and holiday programs designed to 
ignite their passions to fuel the creative process. A regular 
series of workshops, featuring a range of innovative external 
experts, has provided them with an insight into many different 
areas, from problem solving and business development to 
entrepreneurship, financial and digital literacy, marketing and 
social enterprise, as well as industry contacts and practical skills. 

Packed-out workshops this year have included a focus on 
digital marketing – ‘Getting your Business Idea Online’ and 
‘Promoting your Business using Social Media’ with external 
expert, Meirav Dulberg, owner of Webby Web Designs. 
Roz Campbell, the CEO and Founder of Social Enterprise 
‘Tsuno’ spoke to our Year 11 and 12 students on her career 
successes and challenges while starting up her own social 
enterprise, whilst Old Girl, Alex Osmond, wowed us with 

her impressive post-school journey about building an online 
rental dress business called ‘Her Wardrobe’. Since its launch, 
Her Wardrobe has styled TV presenters on The Project and 
has been mentioned in Mamamia Online, the Daily Mail 
and Koshi’s Business Builders. We’ve also had marvellous 
guest speakers from NAB 
and Commonwealth Bank to 
discuss strategic 
advertising 
and business 
innovation.

ENTERPRISE  
IN ACTION
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Entrepreneurial Teachers 
The School’s culture also provides a fertile environment 
for teachers to be positive role-models and flex their own 
enterprising muscle. Camilla Gaff and Kylie Federici have 
joined forces in the Junior School and successfully won a Staff 
Enterprise Award which has seen the exciting development 
of our Junior Enterprise initiative for Years 2 – 5. 

Kylie says, “Each week, 28 passionate young girls voluntarily 
give up their lunchtime in order to further understand  
what it means to be an enterprising citizen in today’s  
world. This is both admirable and encouraging in our quest 
to produce Mentone Girls who are bold and willing to 
embrace life’s many unpredictable challenges. We have 
witnessed a group of strong, confident and capable young 
girls who are hungry for knowledge, who will grow up 

refusing to accept that women should be bound by any 
perceived glass ceiling and who are willing to take action 
to make a difference. This is incredibly empowering and 
something we celebrate each week in one form or another 
during our Junior Enterprise sessions.”

In another innovative Staff Enterprise Award project for 
2016, eLearning Manager, Michelle Dennis, teamed up with 
Geography teacher, Julia Armstrong, to look at how emerging 
technologies like virtual reality can be used to enhance the 
curriculum, with a particular focus on girls’ needs. 

Michelle says, “Research has established that, compared to 
boys, girls can have underdeveloped spatial skills; these skills 
are important because they are predictors to performance 
in both maths and science. Julia and I are working 
collaboratively to use virtual reality headsets to explore 
mapping in Geography. By taking the abstract idea  



In March, 30 lucky students from Years 9 – 12 participated 
in the IMPACT Social Enterprise Day which looked at the 
differences between a business, charity and social enterprise. 
The girls had to create their own concept and pitch their 
ideas to a judging panel. The winning pitch was ‘Support 
Squared’, a social enterprise which focused on supporting 

networks of people with a mental illness.

The year began with a new crop of excited Enterprise 
Awardees each of whom has received funding through 

the School’s Foundation. Through a competitive 
annual awards program, students pitched their 
ideas to a panel of judges who then provided 
‘seed funding’ to help make the most promising 
enterprising ideas a reality. 

Outstanding project ideas included the publishing 
of an e-book aimed at teenage readers, the 

professional recording of an album, a financial literacy 
website for primary students, training of young netball 

coaches, a chess program, online store for plus-size women’s 
shoes and more! 

The House Enterprise Cup was also officially launched 
this year, with students competing in Engineering, IT and 
pitching challenges. This new House competition gives 
students in Years 7 – 12 the opportunity to demonstrate 
their enterprise skills and win hotly contested House points. 
For example, in the IT round, students demonstrated 
computational thinking as they worked in teams to 
manoeuvre an Ozobot through a maze. 

In the final challenge, House teams presented their Makey 
Makey Go inventions in Mentone Girls’ Grammar’s own 
version of Shark Tank. All of these skills are important as 
students are preparing to enter a fast changing world of 
work. Congratulations to McCowan and Grammar House 
who tied in first place, taking out the inaugural Enterprise 
Cup for 2016 (made with our 3D printer)!
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of contour maps and going through the 
process of interpreting this into 3D space. 

Our aim is for the girls to develop higher 
order spatial skills, exercising both mental 
rotation and spatial visualization. This exciting 

project shows the power of collaboration with 
technology and could not happen without the School's 
commitment to enterprise.”

In every classroom from science and maths, to 
technology, art, music and sport, Mentone Girls’ 
Grammar students are developing enterprising 
skills and attributes that will see them lead the next 
generation of entrepreneurs, thought leaders and idea 
creators, capable of understanding the complex issues 
facing humanity and the ability to think outside the 
square to solve them.



Show-Stopping
The annual Senior School production certainly had impact 
this year, with the fantastic performance of Stage Door.  
The play centres on the tumultuous lives of fledging actresses 
boarding together in 1930s post-depression New York as 
they attempt to make it big on Broadway, break into the 
movie industry, or simply find love. 

Stage Door is a comedy. However, it also tackles a number  
of mature, complex and compelling themes including  
tragedy, gender inequality and discrimination. The production’s 
Director, Mr Trent Bockman, explains how these challenging 
themes are what makes the 1936 play by Edna Ferber and 
George S. Kaufman such a captivating and powerful performance. 

“There is no doubt that Stage Door is a challenging 
production, both stylistically and thematically. However,  
the primary objective is to create an opportunity for the 
cast and designers to experience a new and inspired world 
onstage, whilst entertaining their audience along the way. 
The characters are memorable, the dialogue is superb  
and the key themes are bold. 

“Stage Door explores the consequences of sacrifice, the 
dimensions of competitive friendships, misogyny versus chivalry, 
loyalty and trust in relationships and the empowerment of 
women. But most importantly; it explores the importance  
of being true to one’s self and following your heart, rather 
than succumbing to societal expectations,” explains Trent. 

The cast and crew which included a number of students from 
St Bede's College, worked tirelessly to create an outstanding 
production. This included our unique mentorship program 
which each year offers a select number of students the 
opportunity to work with industry professionals to learn 
advanced technical and stagecraft skills. The results speak for 
themselves, with the highest standards of set design, costume, 
sound production, hair and makeup, and stage management. 
We congratulate everyone involved with this dynamic show.

ACTION fOR IMPACT
WE SOMETIMES UNDERESTIMATE THE INfLUENCE OUR ACTIONS HAVE ON THOSE AROUND US, 
BUT THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT MENTONE GIRLS’ GRAMMAR IS HAVING A POWERfUL IMPACT 
ACROSS THE BROADER COMMUNITY.
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A BIG Impact
The annual BIG ART Festival is a creative exhibition of artistic 
expression and bold new ideas in our music, visual arts, 
drama and digital media programs. BIG ART not only allows 
our students to tap into their creative sides, it develops their 
teamwork, leadership, organisation, courage and resilience skills. 

Highlights this year included fantastic canvases by our ELC 
students with a focus on sustainability action and impact, as well 
as Year 1 Indigenous artworks and an amazing Year 4 mosaic 
surfboard collaboration. The Year 2 art popped with Andy 
Warhol inspired portraits and our Year 6s showcased their 
dramatic lino printing which visitors could also try on the night. 
Year 7s created a giant mural and interactive games based on 
their ‘Sailing the 7 C’s’ resilience work and the importance of 
developing a growth mindset. The spectacular Year 8 recycled 
clothing, with a focus on social commentary, had everyone 
talking and the Year 9 mini movie theatre displaying student 
entries for the International Youth Silent Film Festival was a real 
hit. Guests were also enthralled by ‘The Dive’, a very special 
exhibition dedicated to international swimming sensation, film 
star and Old Girl of our School, Annette Kellerman. Our Year 
10s created this fantastic life size exhibition of papier mâché 
diving sculptures coated in rust and oxidised copper patina, 

suspended from the ceiling of the Prudence 
Lewty Hall foyer. Audiences were also wowed 
by the quality and breadth of our pre-concert 
musical ensembles, drama performances and 
interactive ARTPLAY activities.

The evening culminated in the spectacular 
‘Musical Supper Club’ gala concert 

showcasing the best of our musical 
talent. This year, we were very 
excited to feature a piece of music 
widely considered to be one of the 
most influential works of the 20th 
century, The Rite of Spring. When it 
was first performed at the Théâtre 
des Champs-Élysées on 29 May 1913, 
the avant-garde nature of the music 
and choreography caused a sensation 

and a near-riot in the audience! We are 
extremely proud of our students for 

tackling a musical masterpiece 
that has such profound 
impact and depth, not to 

mention the incredibly 
dramatic videography that 

accompanied the girls, 
featuring some of our 
top dancers and drama 
students created 

by our Head of 
eLearning, Michelle 
Dennis, together 
with her Year 10 
& 11 VET media 
students. 11



The World of STEM
We were thrilled to see six hard-working Mentone Girls 
participate in the FIRST® Robotics Competition (FRC) held 
at Sydney Olympic Park earlier this year. FRC is an elite and 
sophisticated high school robotics program that was attended 
by some of the world’s best young engineers, as well as 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull and Australian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Julie Bishop. The competition included teams 
from across Australia and the world, with stiff competition 
from the USA, Singapore, Taiwan, China and India.

Our girls, Maria Liousas and Natalie Cerovac (Year 11), 
Natasha and Michelle Fisher (Year 10), and Elle Haryanto 
and Josie Symons (Year 9), worked alongside students 
from the King David School to form the only all-girls’ FRC 
team in Victoria. With only six weeks to prepare and 
limited resources, the girls designed, built and programmed 
robots to compete in a sporting challenge. This year, the 
competition had a medieval twist which required a robot 
that could breach defences such as a drawbridge, portcullis 
or moat, and even launch boulders at the opposition, before 
ultimately challenging and scaling the ‘enemy’ castle. 

The girls’ team, aptly named the Melbourne RoboCats, had 
the amazing opportunity to work alongside three talented 
female mentors – Louise Nance from Ford, Bianca Rogers 
from BAE Systems and Therese Keane from Swinburne 
University. They also had the opportunity to meet NASA 
Engineer, Tyler Todd-Evans, who was assisting at the event. 

The team was even featured in The Huffington Post  
who quoted Macquarie University Vice-Chancellor  
Bruce Dowton, saying the University had co-sponsored  
the event because it had “the inimitable ability to teach 
children about STEM without feeling like a drag”. 

“The students see this as an enormously exciting 
opportunity to be involved with other children who have 
similar interests and just enjoy themselves. What they don't 
realise is they're learning an enormous amount and that skills 
acquisition is vital in future study or careers in STEM. It's 
helping to develop the human capital to power Australia's 
big future of a technology and knowledge-based economy,” 
Dowton said.

Mentone Girls’ Grammar Head of Science, Helen Silvester, 
couldn’t agree more and also said she was delighted to see 
the girls breaking down barriers and gender stereotypes.

“We know the future of employment and sustainability will 
be focussed on STEM, or more broadly STEAM, which is a 
growing international concept that includes the arts in the 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics mix. In order 
to bring about global innovation needed for the 
21st century and beyond, industries 
will need graduates who  
can couple a creative mind  
with advanced technical 
knowledge to develop 
innovative solutions,  
which is exactly what these 
girls are doing.” 

“It is also one of the 
reasons that every  
year, as part of National 
Science Week, we 
hold our major Science 
Breakfast in conjunction 
with the Alliance of 
Girls’ Schools Australasia 
to engage girls in Years 

11 & 12 with some of Australia’s leading female industry 
professionals.

“We must increase the number of girls and women 
participating in STEM education and careers. Not only that, 
we need to promote the range of opportunities arising from 
STEM education and break down some of the impediments 
for women in these professions,” says Helen. 

Someone who is certainly trail-blazing for women in STEM  
is immunologist and our Science Breakfast special guest,  
Dr Misty Jenkins. Misty is an NHMRC fellow and laboratory 
head at the Walter Eliza Hall Institute for Medical Research. 
She has been a Fellow of The University of Cambridge, 
was the 2012 National Association of Research Fellows 
Investigator of the Year, was awarded the L’Oreal Women  
in Science Fellowship in 2013, and awarded the Tall Poppy  
of the Year Award for Science (Victoria) in 2015. 

Misty is a passionate and engaging public speaker and 
dedicated to encouraging more young women in the STEM 
arena. As a “girl from Ballarat” Misty said it has been her 
unending passion for science, her tenacity to be the best she 
can be, and some incredible mentors, that have facilitated 
her success. She spoke about her incredible work into the 
exciting new area of immunotherapy for the treatment of 
cancer and was an inspiration to everyone in the room.

As a school, we are proud to be encouraging and supporting 
our students to be future-focussed with a solid foundation  
in STEM and to have an enterprising mindset that could  
see them involved in the broader innovation ecosystem  
that we know will be a major driver in future economies.
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Past, Present & future 
The unique Year 7 Journeys Program provides the 
opportunity for students to identify the relevance of 
geography and history in their lives, now and in the future. 
They develop a curiosity about the past whilst appreciating 
environments, both local and global, and understanding how 
these have changed over time.

This program is enhanced by the annual Senior School 
Humanities Week, which this year was themed around 
‘A focus on our future’ and covered key issues of food, 
environment, climate change and the economy. Students 
participated in a range of engaging activities addressing these 
issues in the past, present and future context. 

For example, the Year 7s were immersed in ‘Ancient History’ 
with a series of sessions led by expert presenters. One 
group studied ‘Rulers & Subjects’ during which they learned 
about different peoples from hunter-gatherers to horse 
archer empires, and the rise of complex societies. The girls 
participated in role-play such as building a simple economy 
and state structure, and studied the spread of humankind 
out of Africa and the beginnings of early civilisations. 

Another group looked at the relationship between  
‘Sports & Status’ in ancient societies, 
particularly Ancient Greece, 
where who you were 
defined the games you 
played, and your military 
skill then defined your 
citizenship role.  
This linked with the 
broader Year 7 study 
of Ancient Greek 
history through their 
Journeys program 
and their study of 
myths and legends 
in drama classes.

The third group 
looked at Ancient 
China, comparing 
and contrasting 
the development of 
China with Middle 

Eastern River-Valley civilisations, and those of the Roman 
mountainous peninsula. This linked with the Year 7  
broader studies of Chinese history with an emphasis  
on understanding how the geography of each region  
has influenced its history.

For Year 8s one of the highlights of the week was Medieval 
Day, during which they experienced the role of women 
in Medieval societies and of course the Medieval ‘fashion 
parade’ was a big hit! In addition, the dance workshop run 
by the Djiri Djiri Dance Company enabled students to 
experience the wonderful history and culture of our own 
Australian land and its people.

Students were further challenged through a week-long 
competition with a focus on geography and global studies 
entitled, Where in the World? The girls had to identify a 
series of images and decipher what they were and  
where they were located. 

The week culminated in the Humanities Senior School 
Assembly which included a very special presentation by 
three staff members, Julia Armstrong, Melissa Ross and  
Meg Brydon, all Old Girls of the School, who gave a 
reflection on their own history as students and now as 
teachers in a school they love.

Shining at the UN
Year 11 students, Mietta Richardson, Emer Sparkes,  
Christina Chislett and Tilly Monagle shone at the 2016  
Model United Nations Youth Forum. The Forum provides  
a unique opportunity for students from across the state  
to engage in debate, workshops and critical discussion  
about the problems facing the world today and possible 
solutions. Our students represented Mozambique, which 
required them to research the country’s position on 
the proposal that ‘primary school education should be 
compulsory for all children’.

The conference follows the format and protocols of the  
real United Nations and it was terrific to see our Year 11  
students get fully involved. They asked questions of other 
nations, articulately responded to queries, provided 
justifications and even proposed an amendment to the 
proposal. They thoroughly enjoyed themselves and  
were all unanimous in the value of the day.
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Many thanks to our community
A sincere thank you to our School community for your 
support of the Voluntary Building Fund and Annual Giving 
Campaign in 2016. As a result, we have seen many significant 
building projects come to fruition including refurbishments to 
the Performing Arts department and the Simpson Visual Arts 
Centre. We also look forward to an upgrade of the Kerferd 
Library, adding to the comfort and vibrancy of this well-loved 
space. We are delighted to see our girls thrive physically, 
academically and holistically in these newly enhanced facilities.

We also extend a very warm thank you to our many generous 
sponsors who have supported a number of events this year 
and of course our major building project, the redevelopment 
of Fletcher House to create our dynamic new Enterprise 
Academy. In particular we thank Career One for their support 
as our Principal Partner and our very own Parents' Association 
who were a Major Sponsor in the redevelopment.

This flexible, practical, creative hub is designed as an 
incubator for ideas and experiential enterprise education. 
For us, authentic enterprise education is much more than 
business studies or entrepreneurship. Enterprise education 
actively encourages the convergence of innovation, creativity, 
empathy, intercultural understanding, intelligent risk taking, 
resilience, and the drive and determination to make ideas 
of value happen. Students learn the language of enterprise 
along the way; terms like social entrepreneurship, design 
thinking, financial sustainability and customer validation. 

The Enterprise Academy is about harnessing this enterprising 
culture, making the boundaries between classroom, industry, 
individual agency and real world thinking more porous, 
aligned with collaborative, hands-on, experiential teaching 
and learning. It is fantastic to see how the girls are already 
using this space as we support them to be entrepreneurs, 
thought leaders and idea creators.

Enterprise Champions
An important aspect of our enterprise education priority is 
offering students the support and encouragement to make their 
enterprising goals a reality. This may be through seed funding, or 
attending a workshop or providing professional mentoring.

At Presentation Night this year, we were delighted to award 
three new Enterprise Awards. 
• Emer Sparkes (Year 11): Entrepreneurial Award
•  Maddisyn Dixon-Whitbourne (Year 8):  

Innovation growth Award 
• Michelle Fisher (Year 10): Social Enterprise Award

We congratulate these students for their passion and 
determination and once again we express our most sincere 
thanks to the Wall family and Career One for their generous 
support of our Enterprise Awards program.

Read more about our enterprising initiatives on pages 7–9.

WE WERE DELIGHTED IN 2016 TO WELCOME 
OUR NEW fOUNDATION CHAIRMAN, 
jANELLE DONNELLY.

janelle is a current parent of the School and joined the 
Board of Directors of the foundation in 2014. She brings a 
wealth of experience in strategy, governance and stakeholder 
engagement having worked for the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park Authority, consulting engineers and for the Port of 
Melbourne Corporation as General Manager Port Interface. 

janelle has a Bachelor of Arts (Urban Studies), a Graduate 
Diploma of Applied Science (Environmental Management), 
a Bachelor of Laws, a Master of Applied Law majoring in 
Maritime Law and a Graduate Diploma of Legal Practice. 
janelle is currently Director Corporate Relations for an 
Australian defence technology company and launched a 
tech start up in 2016. 

janelle would like to build on the outstanding work of 
outgoing Chairman, Ashley Reed, to further build the 
foundation to help provide outstanding facilities for the 
School enabling students to access a high quality education. 
We thank Ashley for his considerable contribution as 
Chairman of the foundation and are delighted that he will 
remain as an invaluable member of our School Council.

fOUNDATION
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Did you know?
School fees and government grants cover 
only the essential running costs of the School 
including teacher salaries, classroom materials 
and recurring operating expenses. 

Your generosity enables the School to develop 
high quality facilities and programs for current 
and future generations of Mentone Girls. 

Contact
If you would like to support the School, please contact  
our Advancement Office:

Roslyn Holloway (1990py)  
Advancement Manager 
E: rholloway@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au  
P: (+61 3) 9581 1200

Your contribution may be through sponsorship, or a gift  
or bequest of any size. 

Donations to the Building, Library and Scholarship  
funds are all tax deductible.

A bequest is the perfect way to express your affection  
for Mentone Girls’ Grammar School. Once you have  
looked after your family’s needs, you may wish to 
remember and support the School through a bequest.  
We greatly value contributions of any size and recognise  
all support through entry into the Simpson Society. 

We are very honoured to have recently received notice  
of an intended bequest from Sharon Tan (1996py).  
Sharon reflects on her gift saying, 

“I would like to give back to the School community.  
I loved my years at Mentone Girls’ Grammar, it  
was a nurturing environment and I am grateful for  
the half scholarship which was granted to me.”

Please feel free to contact Roslyn Holloway if you  
wish to discuss a gift to the School. Alternatively,  
further information is available on the website at  
www.mentonegirls.vic.edu.au/page/giving.

Digital Archives
We are very excited to announce that Stage 1  
of the Digital Archives project is complete!  
As a result, we have a selection of magnificent 
materials available online for our School 
community to access. These include old Spindrift 
copies, well RED, theatre programs and copies 
of the two School histories, Schooldays with the 
Simpsons and Mentone: The Place for a School.

We are very grateful to the Old Girls’ Club  
and our broader Old Girls' community, together 
with three past parents, Mr Alan Frees, 
Mr Mike Slater and Mr Geoff Pountney,  
for kindly contributing to the project.

If you too would like to donate to this amazing 
initiative, please contact Roslyn Holloway.  
Once we have secured funds for Stage 2 
($15,000), we will be able to progress the  
upload of class and sporting photographs.
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Meerkat Spirit
Why a meerkat? The meerkat is an extremely social animal 
that is known to display many types of altruistic behaviours, lives 
in tightknit colonies and is known for its complex, co-ordinated 
movements. They are fabulous communicators and have an 
acute sense of sight, hearing and smell. The class of 2015 left the 
legacy of ‘Matilda the Meerkat’, which is now the official sporting 
mascot for our School. In 2016 the impact of Matilda on our 
sporting teams has been immense. No sporting team has left 
for competition without their official Matilda tattoo, the athletics 
team ran in socks bearing her image and, of course, she launched 
her own sporting Instagram account. While the meerkat presents 
itself as a laid back creature, it has a fiery side when provoked and 
should never be underestimated, just like our Mentone Girls!

Academic Benefits
Sport and physical education have always been major ingredients 
in the making of strong, confident Mentone Girls. We 
understand the many benefits of participation in organised sport 
to promote both physical strength and mental fitness. This is 
supported by a growing body of evidence that demonstrates 
the positive effects of physical activity and fitness on health, 
brain development and academic performance for children. (1)

Our philosophy is to encourage our students to embrace 
new opportunities, to lead a healthy balanced lifestyle and 
to take full advantage of what is offered at school. We 
congratulate every girl who has taken up the challenge this 
year, and thank them for the contribution they have made.

Dinner with Champions
The 2016 Sports Dinner with Champions was, once again, 
another fantastic evening celebrating our dynamic, talented and 
spirited Mentone Meerkats. We were delighted to welcome 
Rowie Webster, Vice-Captain of the Australian Water Polo 
team as our special guest speaker. Rowie shared her inspiring 
tale about working towards two Olympic Games after she 
discovered her love of water polo in Year 7 through Girls Sport 
Victoria (GSV) competitions. She addressed the packed house 
with valuable advice about taking on every opportunity as  
it arises and overcoming challenges to achieve your goals. 

“Even when you are at your lowest, simply making your bed 
every morning can have a massive impact on your ability 
to bounce back – just that small act of achievement can be 
all you need to take on a new day. We are all successful in 
everything we achieve, don't let a score or a mark define you. 
If there is a will, there is a way. You might get lost sometimes 
but that’s okay, because doing what you love and reaching for 
your goals is more about the journey, than the destination.” 

Rowie’s powerful message made its mark on everyone there, 
especially our Meerkats, some of whom have bold aspirations to 
be professional athletes. It was also a pleasure to welcome back 

2015 Sports Captain, Rebecca Neaves, who was recently drafted 
to play for the Western Bulldogs Football Club in the 2017 AFL 
National Women’s League! Rebecca is a perfect example of a 
Meerkat breaking down gender stereotypes in a male-dominated 
sport and exposing our current students to the potential 
reality of being professional athletes and women in sport.

Another special moment of the evening was the acknowledgement 
of Bridget Gertzel (pictured right winning gold in athletics) who 
has been an outstanding Sports Captain this year. Bridget  
also handed over her captaincy to our 2017 Sports Captain,  
Jamie Bond (pictured right playing water polo). We wish Jamie 
the best of luck in her exciting new role and to Bridget as she 
plans to study Exercise and Sports Science at Deakin University.

THE POWER Of SPORT
IN THIS OLYMPIC YEAR AS WE WITNESSED THE TRIALS AND TRIBULATIONS Of THE GAMES Of 
THE xxxI OLYMPIAD IN RIO, WE REMEMBER THAT OLYMPIC SPIRIT IS NOT jUST fOUND AT  
THE fINISHING LINE. IT IS fOUND ON EVERY TRACk, IN EVERY POOL, AND AT EVERY TRAINING 
SESSION. EVERY DAY WE ARE INSPIRED BY THE PASSION, DEDICATION AND DETERMINATION 
Of OUR STUDENTS AS THEY CHANNEL OUR OWN ‘MENTONE MEERkAT SPIRIT’ AND 
DEMONSTRATE THE IMPACT Of THEIR ACTIONS ON AND Off THE fIELD.
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  Aerobics
  AFL
  Athletics
  Badminton
  Basketball
  Cricket
  Cross Country
  Dance
  Diving
  Golf
  Gymnastics
  Handball
  Hockey
  Indoor Cricket

  Kanga Cricket
  Netball
  Sailing
  Soccer
  Softball
  Snow Sports
  Surf League
  Swimming
  Tae Kwon Do
  Tennis
  Touch Rugby
  Triathlon
  Volleyball
  Water Polo

Mentone sportswoMen  
OF ALL AGES HAVE PARTICIPATED IN OVER  
25 different sports THIS YEAR...
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Senior Highlights 
This year in senior sport we have competed in a vast array 
of sports. Highlights of the year are numerous with junior 
softball A and B, intermediate softball, intermediate A & C 
netball, junior B netball, junior B soccer, junior A badminton, 
intermediate B volleyball, senior water polo and senior A soccer 
all made GSV finals! Our swimmers qualified for the division 2  
carnival and exceeded their own expectations finishing 3rd 
overall with 22 girls qualifying for finals night, where Kyra Foss, 
Year 10, won two medals. Our divers qualified for the division 3  
carnival and finished in 2nd place with Sunday Hollingsworth, Year 7,  
qualifying for finals night. We also congratulate our junior 
cross country team who won the GSV division 3. 

We saw some terrific successes in athletics with our Meerkats 
bringing home the silverware in the junior section, senior 
section and overall with a total of three gold, five silver and  
one bronze medal. At finals night Kate Wilcock, Year 7, won 
four medals, two silver and two gold, and was also part of the  
Year 7 4x100m team that came second in the state schools 
relay championships in a time that would have broken the  
GSV record. Our dynamic Sport Captain, Bridget Gertzel, 
broke the Year 12 90m hurdles record while winning gold in 
that event, adding to the silver she won in the 100m. Athletics 
Captain Ella Collis jumped to a bronze medal in the long jump. 

In other sporting news, Jessica Leigh, Year 10, won the 
unhandicapped section of the GSV golf tournament.  
Emily Dunk, Year 12, came second in her division in the  
GSV triathlon while Kyra Foss, Year 10, won hers. At the surf 
league competition, our mighty Meerkats took home bronze 
and this year we had four teams competing at Girlsail.  
Year 6 student Georgia Richardson also came 5th at the 
Victorian Interschools Snowsports Championships and 
progressed to finish in the top 20 at the Australian  
Interschools competition, an amazing achievement! 

 



National Champions…Again!
Over 60 Meerkats competed in the highly-esteemed 
Schoolaerobics, Dancestar and Glee Australian National 
Championships in Queensland, taking home an astonishing 
15 medals. The School was represented by students from 
Years 5 – 12, as well as four Old Girls, who collectively  
won nine gold, five silver and one bronze medal during  
the three-day event. Schoolaerobics is the largest  
interschool sportaerobic competition for primary and 
secondary students, where over 2,500 participants  
compete in the qualifying rounds throughout Australia.

Encouraging Excellence
The annual Sports Excellence Camp for Years 10 – 12 is 
a selective entry program designed to hone the skills and 
competitive edge of our most promising and dedicated 
Mentone sportswomen by exposing them to many  
inspiring women in sport, as well as a range of  
professional sporting facilities and training methods. 

This year, the camp was held at home and we were able to 
access some incredible services and professionals from within 
our community. From AFL to stand up paddle boarding, 
nutrition to injury prevention, Heavy Haulers, bootcamp  
and netball – our mighty Meerkats did it all! 

Mighty Mini Meerkats 
In Junior School our mighty Mentone Mini Meerkats have 
been a great example of 'action for impact' this year having 
achieved many successes in swimming, athletics, cross 
country, netball, basketball, soccer, skiing, gymnastics, golf 
and Kanga cricket. They have been the Cheltenham District 
Champions in three of these team sports and of particular 
note was the outstanding achievement of the netball team 
which advanced through to the State Finals in two separate 
competitions. Numerous individuals won their  
way through to the next level with impressive  
performances in swimming, cross country  
and athletics. It was with great excitement  
that our Year 3 gymnasts entered the competition 
arena for the first time placing second in their 
section. All our young Mentone sportswomen 
have shown enthusiasm, determination, 
commitment and sportsmanship when 
representing the School and they should  
be extremely proud of their achievements. 

Within the school curriculum we have  
had the wonderful opportunity to secure 
funding from Sporting Schools which 
has enabled us to provide extensive 
and intensive sporting opportunities  
to all our students in Years 3 – 6.  
They completed a four week Spikezone 
volleyball program and were extremely 
fortunate to have Olympic volleyball 
player Luke Campbell as a coach. We also 
celebrated the Olympics with a Sports Expo and the 
girls participated in a variety of activities which included  
tae kwon do, handball, hockey and touch rugby.  
In Term 4 they were also involved in the Hot Shots tennis 
program and the GSV water polo tournament. 

Our Mentone Girls are always encouraged to be actively 
involved and to make the most of every sporting opportunity. 
Sport is action at its best and healthy, fit and happy students 
are witness to its impact on their lives every day.18

National aerobics champions again!
9 Gold ★ 5 Silver ★ 1 Bronze

Mentone wins Bronze in  
Surf league competition
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National aerobics champions again!
9 Gold ★ 5 Silver ★ 1 Bronze

Athletics medals
3 Gold ★ 5 Silver ★ 1 Bronze



The Love of Teaching
We all know that for students to do well, their teachers must 
care about them, be imaginative enough to find individual and 
innovative ways of inspiring them, and be understanding and 
supportive, all the while being a good role model. At Mentone 
Girls’ Grammar, we are incredibly fortunate to have outstanding 
teachers who are passionate and dedicated, not to mention 
great role models, being able to have fun and make fun of 
themselves… check out the motley crew of ‘students’ being 
watched over by the keen eye of Principal, Fran Reddan, as they 
celebrated Australian Book Week (pictured opposite left). 

We are always thrilled when our staff are acknowledged beyond 
our School and in January this year we were incredibly proud to 
see music teacher, Gerald Keuneman (pictured opposite  middle), 
receive the Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) for services 
to music and the community. Gerald may have toured the world 
with some of the all-time greats including Frank Sinatra,  
David Bowie and Sammy Davis Jr, but he says his greatest joy 
comes from introducing music to children, something he has 
been doing at Mentone Girls’ Grammar for over 20 years.

In addition to his remarkable teaching ability, Gerald has 
been the musical director of the Whitehorse Orchestra 
since 1988, and the Victorian Concert Orchestra since 
2009. Performing as a cellist, he was part of the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra and Victorian State Opera for many 
years, and recorded over 100 film soundtracks, including 
Shine, Babe, Gallipoli and Mad Max. We congratulate  
Gerald on such a richly deserved award. 

We were also delighted to see two of our School’s sporting 
icons, Susie Massey and Pam Sherman (pictured opposite 
right), honoured at the Girls Sport Victoria (GSV) 15 Years 
Celebration this year. Pam and Susie’s dedication to our 
physical education and sporting programs, as well as to GSV 
over the past 15 years, is truly outstanding. Both Pam and 
Susie have played pivotal roles in encouraging our students 
of all ages to participate and excel on the sporting field.  
They have promoted teamwork and camaraderie, celebrated 
individual and group achievements, and most importantly, 
motivated the girls’ to achieve their personal best, building 
both self-confidence and resilience. 

Leading the Way
Students across the School are encouraged and supported 
to be positive role models, to be bold and to take on 
leadership opportunities when they can. For example, 
through our formal buddy program, in particular our ELC 
– Year 5 pairing, we see how seriously our Year 5s take on 
their responsibility and the important sense of belonging  
that this program helps create for our youngest students  
to build their confidence for school readiness. 

The wonderful sense of leadership, inspiration, creativity and 
participation are never more evident than during our annual 
student-led House activities. As always our Senior House Dance 
and House Music, and Junior House Chorals events, were epic 
displays of creativity and talent. Nothing brings out House spirit 
more than our major sporting carnivals for swimming, cross 
country and athletics. We were also very excited this year to launch 
the new Senior Enterprise Cup to celebrate the opening of our new 
Enterprise Academy which you can read more about on page 7.

We see so many individual and group accomplishments with 
our students constantly receiving awards for sporting, artistic 
and academic endeavour. This year, we were delighted to see 
our Willow Singers and the Senior Choir both win 1st place 
in their respective sections at the Royal South Street Choral 
Contest held in Ballarat. We also congratulate our Choir 
Master, Campbell Reither and piano accompanist Catherine Attard. 

Our School has a long history of working with the local 
community and for several years now, we have been 
committed to the concept of social inclusion to help 
people participate fully in Australian life. Through a special 
partnership with AMES Australia which helps new and 
recently arrived refugees and migrants to settle in Victoria, 
our Year 11 students have the opportunity work with young 
adults, many of whom have come from perilous situations 
in their home countries. This is a wonderful way for young 
people to engage and support each other, to share stories 
and learn about different cultures and what it means to live 
in Australia.

COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS
ONE Of THE kEY BENEfITS Of OUR SCHOOL IS THE qUALITY Of OUR TEACHERS AND THE 
INDIVIDUAL CARE AND ATTENTION THEY PROVIDE TO EACH GIRL. WE UNDERSTAND THE 
IMPORTANCE Of CREATING AN ENVIRONMENT THAT ENCOURAGES A DEEP, PERSONAL 
CONNECTION WITH THE SCHOOL, AS WELL AS INNOVATIVE ExPERIENCES THAT BUILD THE 
ALL IMPORTANT qUALITIES Of LEADERSHIP, TEAMWORk, ORGANISATION, COURAGE AND 
RESILIENCE TO POWERfUL EffECT.
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2016 House Winners
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Junior school

Athletics grammar

swimming grammar

Cross-Country grammar

chorals Mccowan

netball Kent

soccer grammar

Kanga cricket Mccowan

Aerobics grammar

senior school

Athletics Kent

swimming st Margarets

Cross-Country Kent

debating st Margarets/Mccowan

dance st Margarets

Music grammar

drama st Margarets

soccer Kent

Volleyball Mccowan

enterprise cup Mccowan/grammar

Table Tennis Kent

Aerobics - Year 8 Mccowan

Aerobics - Year 7 Kent

Junior fletcher Cup

        grammar

senior Aggregate winner

 Kent
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BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

junior explorers
For our youngest learners, one of the best things about 
being part of a K-12 school is the opportunity for 
experiential learning across many specialist areas of the 
School, such as the Kerferd Library, as well as the broader 
local community. Our ELC students also love the experience 
of our Classroom on the Beach and have recently been 
working on a PYP Unit of Inquiry with the central idea  
‘The design of our local environment contributes to the 
way we live our lives’. They have looked at the activity on 
the beach, what they like about the beach, how it makes 
lives good or bad and how it affects the way other people 
live their lives. These excursions are an important part of 
building confidence and school readiness. 

Our Year 2s spent a fascinating day at Healesville Sanctuary, 
whereas Year 3s stayed closer to home exploring the flora 
of our local Mentone beach as part of their science lesson 
with Head of Science, Helen Silvester. At Year 5, students 
went back-in-time at Sovereign Hill in Ballarat. The two 
days of costumed role play set during the 1800s gold rush, 
brought to life the story of Australia, linking this important 
time in our history to developments in industry, culture and 
technology. Year 6s learned more about modern Australian 
society and citizenship during a study tour to Canberra 
visiting Parliament House, the National Museum, the  
War Memorial, the Electoral Office, the Geo-Science 
Centre, the Australian Institute of Sport and Questacon. 

AS PART Of OUR HOLISTIC, CONTEMPORARY EDUCATION, STUDENTS PARTICIPATE IN A RANGE 
Of CURRICULAR PROGRAMS BEYOND THE TRADITIONAL CLASSROOM; fROM ExCURSIONS, 
CAMPS AND STUDY TOURS TO INTERNATIONAL ExPERIENCES AND OUR UNIqUE CLASSROOM 
ON THE BEACH. THESE ExPERIENCES HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO DELIVER DIffERENT TEACHING 
AND LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THAT ALSO ENCOURAGE TEAMWORk, INDEPENDENCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY, AS WELL AS AN INTEREST IN THE LOCAL AND GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT. 



Senior adventurers 
At the start of the year, our Year 7s adventured to the Kinglake 
Ranges Wilderness Centre in Central Victoria for four days, 
getting involved in many activities including hiking, camping 
and learning about Indigenous culture. This camp was a terrific 
opportunity for our newest senior students to build strong 
relationships with their peers outside the confines of the 
classroom. Our Year 8s spent more time on inner reflection 
and personal challenge during an action-packed week at 
Merricks Lodge at beautiful Point Leo. From horse riding to 
hiking and snorkelling, this camp is designed to enhance the 
knowledge our students gain during the Year 8 Foreshore 
program where they learn important skills in, on, and around 
the water, in partnership with the Mentone Life Saving Club. 

As students progress into Year 9 and our Global Learning 
Centre (GLC) on campus, the key focus of the curriculum is 
about the world outside, broadening their horizons to look 
beyond borders, as well as the development of leadership 
skills, personal responsibility and service to the community. 
There is a strong emphasis on intercultural understanding 
and global awareness with each student participating in the 
Melbourne City Cite program as well as a unique learning 
adventure in either the Northern Territory, Malaysia or 
China. Back in Victoria, our Year 10 alpine camp challenged 
students both physically and mentally and enabled students 
to develop a greater appreciation of the Victorian High 
Country and Australia’s diverse landscape. 23



An Amazing Year
We started the year on the back of a fantastic 2015 which 
culminated in the PA Christmas lunch at Sandringham Yacht 
Club and the Whole School Christmas Picnic held in the 
Willow Courtyard with bouncy castles, sausage sizzle and  
of course a visit from Santa. 

As a Committee we decided to put a strong emphasis this 
year on increasing opportunities for parents to get together 
at fun, social activities. As long term Mentone Girls’ Grammar 
parents, we appreciate the many benefits of knowing the 
parents of our daughter’s friends and those from different 
year levels who we can ask advice from or simply have fun 
with. Here are some of the highlights from 2016:

•  Helping new parents feel part of the community at the 
New Parents' Welcome Evening.

•  Having lots of fun with Mexicans, Medicos and Madonna’s 
at our fun filled ‘M’ trivia night.

•  Giving prospective families a glimpse of our wonderful 
School on tour days.

•  Providing over 1000 sausages to hungry parents, staff and 
students at various events including BIG ART, the Junior 
School Swim Carnival and Athletics Carnival.

•  Providing refreshments at the fantastic production of  
Stage Door.

•  Running the Mother’s and Father’s Day stalls which are 
such a hit with the junior girls.

•  Seeing the delight on the girl’s faces at the Junior School Disco 
and staff faces at the ‘Thank You’ morning tea and delivering 
tasty delights through our mango and Christmas cake drives.

•  Being able to support families in our community through 
our Sofin (Support of Families in Need) initiative.

September saw the introduction of the first ever PA Golf Day 
held at Cheltenham Golf Club. The sun was shining as the day 
began with an introductory ‘Chipping & Putting’ session from 

professional golfer, Jess Parker. As the mixed teams of adults 
and students made their way to the first tee, the putting 
competition brought out the competitive nature in many! At 
the end of the 9-hole Ambrose competition, a tasty BBQ was 
shared along with many golfing tales, and some fantastic prizes 
for the winners. We thank Principal, Fran Reddan and Head 
of Junior School, Ann Mathers, who also joined us on the day 
sharing a round of golf with their partners. We look forward 
to an even bigger field of participants next year. 

The PA Social calendar for 2016 will once again conclude with the 
annual Christmas Lunch and what promises to be a bigger and 
better Whole School Christmas Picnic Market complete with 
music, market stalls, bouncy castles and of course a special guest!

Although the majority of events in 2016 focused on ‘friend 
raising’, the PA was able to support the School’s new 
Enterprise Academy providing funds to build the amazing 
deck that now sits pride of place at the front of the building. 

All of this could not have been possible without our 
wonderful PA Committee of Louise Bodycomb, Jo Britton, 
Jane Elsworth, Ann King, Belinda King, Tony Leard, Paul 
Liddiatt, Janine Mitchell, Monique Poppelaars, Andrew Reed, 
Helen Tetlow, Roz Walker and Heather Wardlaw, together 
with our many Class Representatives and the School's 
Marketing team. 

We have already started our planning for next year and 
there are lots of ways you can get involved from; joining the 
Committee or attending our monthly meetings to volunteering 
for a particular activity, or simply enjoying one of our events. 
Please contact us at pa@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au. 

On behalf of the PA, we would like to thank the entire 
School community for an amazing year and look forward  
to a fantastic year ahead. 

Julie Falconer & Tiffany Middleton 
Co-Presidents

PARENTS' ASSOCIATION
THE PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION (PA) IS AN INTEGRAL PART Of OUR SCHOOL COMMUNITY AND 
THE DEDICATED BAND Of COMMITTEE MEMBERS WORk HARD TO ENGAGE OUR PARENT 
COMMUNITY WITH A RANGE Of fUN, fUND AND fRIEND RAISING ACTIVITIES. AT THE END 
Of 2015, THE PA COMMITTEE WAS THRILLED TO WELCOME TIffANY MIDDLETON TO jOIN jULIE 
fALCONER AS CO-PRESIDENT, TOGETHER WITH A NUMBER Of NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS, 
INCLUDING SOME DADS! THIS BOUGHT MANY NEW IDEAS AND RENEWED ENTHUSIASM AS 
PLANNING BEGAN fOR THE YEAR AHEAD.
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Message from the President 
Our year of 'Action for Impact' in the Old Girls’ Club has 
certainly been a remarkable feat. From the launch of our Old 
Girls’ Club eNews to reunions in Brisbane, Sydney and New 
York, we have continued to unite past students across many 
generations. It is truly wonderful to see current and past students 
network, collaborate and support each other with friendship, 
whether it’s through publications, special events or social media. 

At the beginning of the year, we sadly marked the passing of 
two significant ladies from our School’s rich history – Pauline 
Burren and Jennifer Haynes. Pauline was a past teacher, Vice 
Principal and author of ‘Mentone: The Place for a School –  
A History of Mentone Girls' Grammar School from 1899’, and 
Jennifer was the School’s Acting Principal from 2004-2005  
and teacher of english and history. We send our warmest  
and heartfelt wishes to both Pauline and Jennifer’s families. 

The 2016 events calendar kicked off with our highly-anticipated 
Remarkable Women gala evening featuring special guest,  
Natalie Bassingthwaighte. Natalie’s entertaining and charming 
nature captivated the packed house as she spoke on her 
achievements and challenges throughout her career as one of 
Australia’s most versatile entertainers. Natalie has achieved 
success as an actress, musician, presenter, author and more 
recently, the founder and creator of an eco-friendly children’s 
clothing line, putting her enterprising skills to the ultimate test.  
A remarkable woman indeed! With a community of 7,000 alumnae, 
our Remarkable Women Series is designed to bring their stories 
to life, and to inspire others by celebrating and acknowledging the 
achievements of our alumnae. At each biennial event, we induct 
a small number of Old Girls into our ‘Hall of Fame’; pioneering 
women who have been nominated by our community in 
recognition of their exceptional contribution to their field of 
endeavour in Australia and beyond. Congratulations to our 2016 
Remarkable Women - Professor Sarah Derrington (1984py), 
Rakhee Ghelani (1990py), Wendy Leegel (1983py),  
Dr Polixeni Papapetrou (1978py) and Dr Suzie Sheehy (2001py). 

If you would like to nominate an Old Girl for the 2018 
Remarkable Women event, please contact  
Debra Campion, Alumnae Co-ordinator. 
dcampion@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au.

One of our greatest and proudest moments in the Old Girls’ 
Club is welcoming back students to their old alma mater.  
In May, the nostalgic Prudence Lewty Hall was buzzing with 
energy and excitement as over 160 Old Girls came together 
for the 2016 Reunion. Ten generations of Old Girls had the 
opportunity to reconnect as they enjoyed a school tour, 
followed by a champagne and canapé reception in the Bay Café, 
then a celebratory lunch in the familiar Prudence LewtyHall. 
It was an enormous milestone for the Class of 1966 who 
returned to their old stomping ground after 50 years! There 
was not much that they recognised from their older – and 
much smaller – school many years ago; but the atmosphere, 
the sea breeze and the confident, happy young women that 
make our School a remarkable place to be were ever-present. 

Our Brisbane, Sydney and New York reunions were equally 
as successful with Old Girls and past staff sharing many fond 
memories and laughs. It is tremendous to see these women 
celebrating a common history, knowing that in the last 10, 30 
or 50 years, their decisions, beliefs, talents and personalities 
have been greatly impacted by the values they learned and 
experienced from their teachers and peers at Mentone Girls’ 
Grammar. Indeed, there was plenty of story-telling as women 
animatedly shared tales of their families, travelling adventures 
and career journeys, before rejoicing in an impromptu sing-
along of the beloved School Song. Thank you to the Marketing 
department who worked tirelessly to make the events such a 
success, and most importantly, thank you to all the Old Girls that 
attended and for keeping a special place in your hearts for us. 

Our events calendar was in full steam over August, with  
Old Girls visiting the school for the Years 9 – 12 Careers 
Day and Mother & Daughters Breakfast. At the Heritage 
High Tea event, Moys Sinclair, presented Principal Reddan 
with six trophies she received during her school years in  
the 1930s. Thank you Moys for such a generous donation  
of trophy memorabilia – we are always collecting valuable 
items and mementoes from the School’s rich history and 
these will form a valuable part of our Heritage Collection. 

This year’s Committee has consisted of a small yet 
passionate group of women who are dedicated to keeping 
our Old Girls community alive and well. The Club would like 
to thank committee members Nicole Grant (Vice President),  
Keli David (Secretary), Gayle Neylan (Archivist), Chrissy Slater  
(Treasurer), Cindy Orchard, Michaela Rowland, Jessie Kingston,  
Krystal Brown, Jan Stanley and Roslyn Holloway for their 
contributions this year. I would also like to extend a special 
thank you to our Alumnae Co-ordinator, Debra Campion, for 
her support to the Old Girls’ Club throughout the busy year. 

We are excited to further increase participation at Old Girls’ 
Club meetings and events, and urge our alumnae to consider 
joining the Committee. We hope to see some new faces 
at next year’s Annual General Meeting in April to help our 
Club continue its important work in supporting and staying 
connected to our wonderful School. 

leanne fink  
President 

OLD GIRLS' CLUB
ONCE A MENTONE GIRL, ALWAYS A MENTONE GIRL! THE OLD GIRLS’ CLUB IS THE HEART Of 
OUR SCHOOL, CONNECTING THOUSANDS Of WOMEN IN OVER 50 COUNTRIES. IT PROVIDES 
OPPORTUNITIES, NOT ONLY TO RECONNECT WITH OLD CLASSMATES AND fRIENDS, BUT TO 
MEET AND SOCIALISE WITH NEW NETWORkS Of MENTONE GIRLS’ GRAMMAR WOMEN DOING 
AMAzING THINGS ACROSS THE WORLD.
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2017 Reunion Day 
Our special annual Reunion Day brings together Old Girls 
from milestone peer years to celebrate their school days and 
share current news with old friends. They reminisce about the 
friendship, fun and defining moments they shared within these 
grounds. At this year’s event, friendships were rekindled and 
new ones formed as the Old Girls perused old photos and 
memorabilia, and pooled their memories to piece together  
what had changed around the campus and what had not.  
Our 2017 event promises to be another wonderful occasion. 
Gather your ‘old friends’ and secure your tickets today. 

date: Saturday 6 May 2017
Time: 11.30am (Tour followed by Lunch)
cost:  $45.00 (includes champagne, reception and  

2 course lunch with all drinks included)
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/NISL 
RSVP: Friday 28 April 2017 

The significant peer years invited to attend this Reunion Day are:
2012 (5 Years), 2007 (10 Years), 2002 (15 Years), 1997 (20 Years), 
1992 (25 Years), 1987 (30 Years), 1982 (35 Years),  
1977 (40 Years), 1972 (45 Years) and 1967 (50 Years).
An important part of our Reunion Day is our Reunion 
Champions who rally their year level to attend. If you  
would like to be a Reunion Champion for your year group, 
please contact Debra Campion on (+61 3) 9581 1200  
or dcampion@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au. 

Digital Archives Now Live! 
We are delighted to support the School’s newest initiative – the 
Archive Digitisation Project. The Mentone Girls' Grammar 
Digital Archive celebrates our School’s proud history and makes 
our heritage available to current and past students, parents, and 
the broader community irrespective of where they are located. 
The Digital Archive is made available through the generous 
support of the Old Girls' Club, as well as past parents and 
Council members. From 2017, the collection will include:
• School Histories Collection
• Spindrift collection
• well RED collection
• Performing Arts Collection

Access to images and content in some collections will  
require a Mentone Girls' Grammar community login  
which is accessible via the link below or an existing student 
or staff login. Late in 2017, we hope to add the following 
collections to the Archive:
•  Alumnae Memory Collection: Photos, images and 

videos of the key events, people, and places that  
celebrate the School's history and achievements.

•  class and Team collection: Photos of classes  
as well as sporting, academic and House teams.

mentonearchives.net

A Special farewell Reception 
In June, we held a special farewell reception for a dear friend 
of the Old Girls’ Club and long-standing colleague of the 
School, Marilyn Wiber. Marilyn started at Mentone Girls' 
Grammar in 1981 as a geography teacher, and since then has 
been instrumental in shaping thousands of current and past 
generations of Mentone Girls, not only as a teacher,  
but as a curriculum leader, friend and mentor too. 

Surrounded by family members, friends, staff, students and Old Girls, 
Marilyn’s farewell reception was a joyous occasion. Principal  
Fran Reddan spoke on her unwavering contribution to the School, 
“From a Principal’s perspective, I’ve not met anyone who has 
been such a great role model and had such commitment to our 
School, not just in terms of dedicating 35 years of her life to it, but 
in being such a strong advocate for it.”. Marilyn has often ‘bumped 
into’ many past students in her overseas adventures, including 
Cambodia, Burma, Singapore, Venice, Sri Lanka, London and 
Berlin! The Club presented Marilyn with a special watch to say 
thank you for her unwavering support and commitment over 

the past 30 years. 
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Annette kellerman Makes a  
Splash at Sydney Reunion 
In August, we were delighted to catch up with Old Girls, 
past parents and teachers at a special reunion in Sydney, 
held at the Powerhouse Museum exhibition, Million Dollar 
Mermaid, followed by lunch on Darling Harbour. The Million 
Dollar Mermaid exhibition featured the life and achievements 
of Annette Kellerman (1887-1975), who was famed for her 
prowess as a swimmer, diver, author, model and actress, 
inspiring generations of women. Kellerman was a Mentone 
Old Girl of the early 1900s and it was wonderful to see her 
enterprising spirit and many achievements across swimming, 
diving, entertainment, business, health and fitness. 

Kellerman took up swimming as a young child to overcome 
a weakness in her legs caused by rickets that required her 
to wear steel braces. By the age of 15, she was a teenage 
champion, excelling at diving and setting world records in 
swimming. During her years at Mentone Girls' Grammar,  
she regularly gave exhibitions of diving and swimming at  
the Melbourne Baths alongside her studies. At the age  
of 18, Kellerman relocated to London and made headlines 
for her marathon swims in the Thames, Seine and  
Danube rivers and was the first woman to attempt  
to swim the English Channel. 

Principal Fran Reddan says Kellerman is a perfect example 
of an Old Girl who has successfully made her mark in 
the world, together with an entrepreneurial mindset and 
ambitious spirit. 

“Annette Kellerman embodied so many admirable attributes, 
that we today, try to encourage in our students – confidence, 
tenacity, resilience, drive and determination, just to name 
a few. There is no doubt that she is a pioneer and great 
feminist role model for past and current generations of 
Mentone Girls – breaking down gender barriers, embodying 
a fearless attitude and always ready for a new challenge.”

It was wonderful to see our Old Girls at the Reunion 
reminiscing about their school days, as they shared fond 
memories of Mentone Girls’ Grammar and have since gone 
on to achieve significant and varied endeavours; including 
law, medicine, pharmacy, millinery, academia and more. 

We were also honoured to be joined by the great nephew 
of Annette Kellerman, Mr Joel Stewart and his wife, Terry 
from the United States. Mr Stewart serves as General 
Counsel to the Brazilian Consulate in Miami and in his spare 
time, enjoys researching the incredible life and tales of 
Annette and her family across the US, France and Australia. 
Following the Reunion, we were privileged to host the 
Stewarts during a one day program to the School. This 
included taking in sights such as the Annette Kellerman  
pool, the beautiful Kellerman Chorale, comprising  
Years 9 – 12 students and The Dive – a fantastic life size 
exhibition of papier mache diving sculptures coated in a  
rust and oxidised copper patina, created by Year 10 students 
and the Head of Visual Arts, Konrad Kondratowicz.

key Dates for 2017 
Monday 6 February – 6.30pm old girls’ club committee Meeting
Marketing House, Mentone Girls' Grammar School (Entrance via 90A Beach Road)

Monday 24 April AGM – 6.30pm old girls’ club Annual general Meeting 
Rose Function Room, Mentone Girls' Grammar School (Entrance via Gate D and Prudence Lewty Hall/Bay Café entrance) 

Saturday 6 May – 11.30am Reunion Day
Prudence Lewty Hall, Mentone Girls' Grammar School (Entrance via Gate D and Prudence Lewty Hall/Bay Café entrance)

Monday 24 July – 6.30pm old girls’ club committee Meeting
Marketing House, Mentone Girls' Grammar School (Entrance via 90A Beach Road)

Monday 11 September – 6.30pm old girls’ club committee Meeting
Marketing House, Mentone Girls' Grammar School (Entrance via 90A Beach Road)

Monday 20 November – 6.30pm old girls’ club committee Meeting
Marketing House, Mentone Girls' Grammar School (Entrance via 90A Beach Road)

OLD GIRLS' CLUB
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What’s News?
Dr Kathleen McGuire (1982py)
Kathleen has been making waves in the music industry since 
leaving Mentone Girls’ Grammar as Music Captain in 1982. 
She has enjoyed more than three decades of music-making 
in six countries, working with many orchestras and choirs, as 
well as ballet, opera and musical theatre companies, including 
performances at the Sydney Opera House and the Kennedy 
Center. She is the founder and co-director of No Excuses 
Choir, which brings together victims of family violence, and 
in September, she co-conducted one her pieces, 'Street 
Requiem', at the renowned Carnegie Hall in New York,  
as part of Sing the World 2016. 

Natalie Box (1995py)
Natalie has had some exciting developments happen  
within the last 12 months and was kind enough to send  
us an update. 

“Four years ago I quit my job in Marketing and decided 
to follow my heart. I had no idea what that looked like so 
I asked myself "what do I love so much I would do it for 
free?". The answer - writing, motivating others and travelling. 
Now it’s my full-time job! Over the past few years I've 
been writing a book about this journey called Anything 
Can Happen, and after wanting to share with others about 
everything I have learnt, I spent a few months in New York 
writing and developing a 12 month online program called  
The Dreams Co. Since its launch in May, I now have an 
amazing class of students who are discovering their passions 
and dreams. I am extremely excited to be discussing my 
program at the ReImagine Conference in LA this year.”

Alexandra Osmond (2008py)
Alex is extremely passionate about fashion, so much so, 
that she founded Her Wardrobe, an online wardrobe rental 
service that celebrates Australian designers and empowers 
women to dress in the latest fashions without having to 
forego their financial stability. Alex stopped by our new 
Enterprise Academy to share her post-school journey and 
how she navigated the complexities of the fashion business 
world. After graduating from Mentone Girls' Grammar in 
2008, Alex completed a Fashion Business course at the 
Melbourne School of Fashion. After one false start, Alex 
launched Her Wardrobe in September 2014 and has since  
grown the business from a handful of dresses in her spare 
room to an online retailer that dresses over 20 women per 
week. Her Wardrobe has styled TV presenters on The Project 
and has been mentioned in Mamamia online, Daily Mail,  
The Age, and Koshi’s Business Builders.

Marriages
Andrew and Jane Ludlow (née Hodgman) (2007py)
Congratulations to Jane and Andrew Ludlow who wed  
at the beautiful Vue on Halycon in the Yarra Valley on  
19 March 2016. Two former classmates were Jane’s 
bridesmaids, Olivia Fitch and Kate Gunston.

Births
Margie Johan  
(née Sawert) (1990)
Margie and her  
husband Seth  
welcomed a beautiful  
baby girl to their family.  
Everly Grace was born  
on 29 August 2016,  
weighing a healthy  
7lb 10oz. 

Deaths
Bridget Paul (1995py)
Bridget Paul from the Class of 1995 sadly passed away in 
early August, after a long fight with breast cancer. 

Bridget was a remarkable women and exceptionally well-
qualified. After leaving Mentone Girls’ Grammar, she spent 
a year at the University of Melbourne before moving 
to Sydney to study a Bachelor of Arts (Psychology and 
Sociology), a Bachelor of Social Work and a Master of 
Administrative Law and Policy at the University of Sydney,  
as well as a Diploma in French at Alliance Française.  
She worked in aged care for the majority of her career  
and held senior positions for approved providers of 
residential aged care and for the Chief Regulator in various 
policy, assessment and decision-making functions. 

Bridget married Mark Rodwell-Ball in 2013 (who graduated 
from Mentone Grammar in 1995) and together they lived 
with their four rescue cats and rescue poodle in Brisbane. 
Bridget will be greatly missed and we extend our heartfelt 
condolences to her family and friends.

keep in Touch
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If you have a spare hour or two on a regular  
basis and would like to help us with a range of  
Old Girls’ activities, please contact Debra Campion, 
Alumnae Co-ordinator via email:  
dcampion@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au

Please send us your career and personal news;  
we would be delighted to hear from you. 

Also, remember to check our official Facebook profile 
or the School website for all our latest activities.  
Please send any changes to your email or postal  
details to: oldgirls@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au.
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