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2018 Results 3
We congratulate our Class of 2018, knowing they gained so
much more than an ATAR score. They left our School with selfconfidence, resilience and many skills and experiences to equip
them for the next phase of their lives. We are proud that our
Mentone girls truly are remarkable young women.

2018 VCE Results
1 00% of our students attained their VCE
D
 ux is Doris (Yi) Liu who achieved an
outstanding ATAR of 99.6
D
 ux Secundus is Natalie Frank and Michelle
Xing, both with an impressive ATAR of 99.05
4 .23% of the class achieved ATARs of 99+
1 9.72% of the class achieved ATARs of 95+
3 9.44% of the class achieved ATARs of 90+
5 6.34% of the class achieved ATARs of 85+
7 1.83% of the class achieved ATARs of 80+

Two of our students
completed University
studies concurrently with
their VCE program,
successfully completing
courses in Chemistry
(Monash University)
and Computer
Science (RMIT).

As one of Melbourne’s
leading schools, our
personalised approach to learning,
combined with our expertise in
the education of girls, we deliver
outstanding academic
performance across our VCE
cohort with some of the best
results in the area.
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From the
Principal
Celebrating 120 Remarkable Years
Welcome to the 120th Anniversary special edition of Well RED.
It has been very exciting to celebrate this remarkable milestone
and to reflect, with gratitude and pride, the achievements
of our School and the difference it has made to generations
of Mentone Girls. One hundred and twenty years ago, our
School’s founders, the Simpson sisters, urged students at the
time to ‘be bold, to do one’s best and to never give in’. You
will see in these pages that this is exactly what our Mentone
girls continue to do! They are a celebration of so much that is
remarkable at our School.
In keeping with the bold spirit of the Simpson sisters, our
celebrations for our 120th anniversary were a unique Mentone
mix of respect for our heritage, some bold moves to expose
our students to new environments and experiences, and some
good old fashioned fun. As a community, we’ve celebrated our
proud history in style and gave it a contemporary flavour that
is typical of our School: we take a bit of a risk - just like the
Simpson sisters and those early Principals did. Even in the late
1900’s, there was a sense of adventure, of breaking stereotypes,
of pushing social boundaries, of giving girls access to subjects,
sports and opportunities that the world was telling them they
couldn’t do; over the decades, that enterprising, bold spirit has
lived on.
I have been Principal for just over 14 years; I have seen a
generation of Mentone Girls through our School – that is
only 12% of the lifespan of our School. Yet in that time, we’ve
persevered to achieve some mighty projects. Why? Because,
we’ve been willing to take risks and, as our strategy says, ‘We
Believe’ in these Mentone girls, and in their incredible teachers,
professional staff, and supporters who make a difference
to them.

Celebrating Excellence

Mentone Girls’ Grammar has always been considered an
‘academic school’ and this year, we set our sights on doing even
better in providing an environment for academic excellence
that empowers. We are thrilled that our academic results have
remained very strong. This is because we have remarkable
teachers and support staff who believe in our students and
who create an environment where students want to work
hard and develop the intercultural capabilities needed for an
international life. We were thrilled to reach another strategic
milestone as we gained full accreditation with the Council of
International Schools. This is a global mark of quality for all that
we provide and makes it easier for our students to have access

to international universities. We are exposing our students to
those options more and more, through academics, through
sport, and through visiting professionals from around the world
including New Zealand, China and Saudi Arabia. We continue
to work with universities to support research and learn from
the latest thinking in education and we’re attracting amazing
people to come and inspire our students.You will read about
Dr Gail Iles, Astronaut Trainer, who was our keynote speaker
at our annual Science Breakfast during National Science Week
in August – she was just one example of the calibre of role
models who inspire our girls.
Strong academic results for VCE, NAPLAN and international
benchmarks, while important, are just one part of an education
that empowers. We’re preparing girls for their future, and we
have supported our students in projects that inspire them.
In the last 18 months through the support of our innovative
Enterprise Academy, we’ve had almost 100 girls voluntarily
start a business, either individually or in a team. These are
projects that our students wanted to do – their projects, their
passions – and some of those projects have been life changing.
The ripple effect for their confidence, resilience and leadership
has been remarkable. What would the Simpson sisters have
thought of all that?

Celebrating Wellbeing

I’m sure the Simpson sisters and every Principal since would
have had an understanding that a love of learning and a sense of
wellbeing go hand in hand. For a balanced life, it’s important to
have both. That is why we invested in our long-term strategy
of Wellbeing. Our Wellbeing Precinct, including our Aquatic
Centre and sports fields, has transformed one third of our
entire campus. It is a historic project that confirms we are a
school that succeeds because we plan intelligently and engage
our whole community to make our educational priorities
visible and to empower our students. They now have the
most girl friendly environment in which to swim, dive, work
on their fitness and engage in all that sport, physical education
and recreation have to offer. Our new Learn to Swim and
Learn to Dive, and our Squad Swimming Programs after school
are well underway. All this complements our exciting Sports,
Performing Arts and impressive academic curricula, which offer
so many opportunities for our caring educators, instructors
and coaches to give our students the chance to be girls, in
all their glorious diversity, and to express themselves. In our
120th anniversary year, our commitment to Wellbeing in mind,
body and spirit has been made even more visible through their
efforts and those of our entire School community.

Ms
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From the School
Council President
Celebrating our Remarkable Community

Whether you are reading this as a current or former
student, parent or staff member, or as one of the many
‘friends’ of our School, you are an important part of what
makes our community the remarkable one that it is. Thank
you for your continuing connection.Your enthusiasm,
encouragement and faith in all our School does makes a
real difference to our students. They are such remarkable
young women, the change-makers of our world, and they
benefit enormously from your support. I’m excited about
the good they will do with their Mentone Girls’ Grammar
education. In so many ways, they have given me more than
I could ever give to them.

Farewell

It has been an honour and privilege to serve our School
as Principal. I thank the Directors of the School Council,
my remarkable staff, student and parent community, and
all those who have supported me over the last 14 years,
for their guidance, encouragement and goodwill. Mentone
Girls’ Grammar has been such a large part of my life for
so many years. I have loved it, and that is why it is so
very difficult to leave! Yet, I have learnt not to be afraid
of the ‘endings’ in your life. It can be exciting to take the
risk of bringing things to an end so that you can find new
beginnings, write new chapters, create new things of value,
and feel the magic of the future; to ‘feel the fear and do it
anyway’.
I do so knowing two things. Firstly, that our School has
been empowering girls and young women for 120 years and
it will continue to do so long after I’m gone, and secondly,
that you will always be my remarkable Mentone family, one
that I will cherish forever.

I wish the School continuing success. May
it always pass the ‘remarkability test’ that
challenges it to be enterprising and bold, true
to its mission of making a difference and to its
ultimate vision of making a better world.
Jeffers, S. (1987). Feel the fear and do it anyway. (2012 ed.).
London:Vermilion.
Mrs Fran Reddan, Principal

There has been so much to celebrate this year during Mentone
Girls’ Grammar’s 120th Year. What an honour it has been serving
our school community as President of Council. I know that my
fellow Council colleagues all share a sense of pride in our school
and are committed to governing the school and making decisions
to ensure the school has solid foundations for the future.
We welcomed the start of the year with the announcement that
Mentone Girls’ Grammar had achieved Council for Independent
Schools accreditation. This is a resounding endorsement of
Mentone Girls’ Grammar’s global level of excellence in many areas
of our school.
A key role of Council has been to consider our long-term
investment in the school capital program. It was enormously
pleasing to see the completion of the Wellbeing Precinct and
Aquatic Centre this year and to see our girls enjoying these
facilities.We also continue to make progress towards implementing
our “We Believe” strategic plan. My role was made particularly
enjoyable due to working alongside high calibre Directors with a
great depth of professional skills and experience. I would also like
to acknowledge and thank our Council sub-committees including
the Finance, Governance and Risk Management Committee,
the Building and Assets Committee and the Nominations and
Remuneration Committee for their work in 2019.
Sadly, this year we say farewell to our Principal of 14 years,
Mrs Fran Reddan. On behalf of Council, I wish to acknowledge
and thank Principal Reddan for her extraordinary leadership. We
gathered in November to unveil the beaufitul portrait of Fran
which will be hung in the foyer of the Prudence Lewty Hall. The
portrait was painted by a grandparent of one of our Year 1 girls.
It shows Fran in her classic pose with a look of determination
and fierce conviction in her eyes. Fran transformed Mentone
Girls’ Grammar into a thriving future facing school and we remain
profoundly grateful for all of the passion, energy and wisdom Fran
brought to our school.
Council oversaw the recruitment and selection of a new Principal
during the year and announced the appointment of Ms Natalie
Charles to the role. We look forward to welcoming Natalie as
Principal, commencing in 2020.
I am so grateful for all of our dedicated Mentone Girls’
Grammar staff carrying out teaching and other roles to create
an environment which brings out the very best in our girls.
Finally, I would like to thank our wonderful community including
parents, friends, alumni, past staff, donors and supporters for their
friendship, warmth and generosity in 2019.
Ms Janelle Donnelly, School Council President
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2018
2017 Wellbeing Precinct

Farewell to
 our Principal
2006 Athletics Day

2007 Bay Cafe
Opening

Principal, Mrs Fran Reddan has not only seen the School grow
and evolve since her arrival in 2005, she has driven much of
the change through her leadership. This includes the redevelopment of our Early Learning Centre, Creative Learning
Centre and Global Learning Centre, the creation of a new
foyer for the Prudence Lewty Hall, refurbishment of the Food
and Nutrition Centre, refurbishments to our Performing Arts
areas and upgrades to our media design suites. Of course,
the most dramatic development Mrs Reddan led was our
Wellbeing Precinct Development which began in 2014 with the
Wellbeing Centre and Mind, Body Studio and was completed
this year with the opening of our Aquatic Centre and outdoor
sporting fields and courts.

2012
Japan Visit

2015 School Captain
Michaela Rowland
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“We are so thankful to Fran
for her time at the school.
Her leadership and strategic
vision combined with her
welcoming style leave
a lasting impression on
students and parents alike.”

2015 Rose
Ceremony

2013 Senior
School Huaxia Visit
During her 14 years at the School
she has also guided the upgrade of
the Junior School Playground in 2015,
creation of the Junior School ‘green’
allowing students to run and play and
our 2019 renovations of the Junior
School’s Janice Douglas Building.

“What you want is confident,
passionate young women who are
ready to take on the world and I
think Fran has done that and driven
that pathway culture and future
ready focus across the School.”

Mr Peter Mansourian, Parent

2016 First Day
of School

2016 Junior
School Mural Opening

One of Fran’s lasting
legacies will be her foresight
and future-focused leadership,
establishing the Enterprise
Academy in 2016 to support
the increasing entrepreneurial
learning happening
across the School.

Mr David Stewart, Former Council President

2016

2008

Fran is a strong
advocate of girls’ wellbeing
introducing the WAVES priorities
from ELC to VCE shortly after
her arrival.These priorities have
evolved over the years but their
core purpose has never waivered
– supporting the wellbeing,
achievement, values,
enterprise and success
of the students.

2013 Global Learning
Centre Opening

2010

2006 Prep
Bell Ringing
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WAVES

Wellbeing • Achievement • Values • Enterprise • Success
While academic excellence is a well-documented
tradition with our VCE students who each year
achieve some of the best results in Victoria – it is
our holistic approach to education that we believe
sets our girls up for success in the real world.
From our state-of-the-art Wellbeing Precinct, that
was created with girls’ wellbeing at its core, to our
high quality sport and performing arts offerings and
enterprise programs in class time, co-curricular
and over the holidays, the girls have every
opportunity to succeed. The social, emotional and
physical wellbeing of the girls is at the heart of
every decision made at Mentone Girls’ Grammar.

“We wouldn’t have achieved the wonderful things we have this
year as a Student Executive if it weren’t for Mrs Reddan and
our teachers. We are the girls we are today because of this
School and the tools we are given to succeed.”
Kayla Preller, School Captain 2019

Our dedicated
staff inspire each
girl to set her own
measures of success
and help her as she
strives to reach
her goals and full
potential.

WAVES 9

Mentone Girls’ Grammar is
known for its community feel,
and 2019 was no exception.
Highlights included our students
making a difference on a daily
basis through environment
projects, honouring ANZAC
Day with our neighbours the
Mentone RSL, celebrating the
School’s history in Bayside with a
wonderful Founders’ Day service
and school photo on Mentone
Beach, visits to local community
centres to play them music,
joining the discussions around the
level crossing project and knitting
blankets for the homeless.

“Everyone should be so proud of what they
have achieved this year. The girls’ academic,
sporting, musical, cultural and artistic
achievements are incredible and they go
from strength to strength showing resilience
and perseverance to achieve their goals.”
Principal Mrs Fran Reddan

In our Junior
School the girls have brought
the real-world into their learning
through a diverse range of Inquiry
Units as part of the Primary Years
Programme.They have planted, harvested
and sold vegetables grown in the sustainability
garden, built their own wooden bridges,
explored their beach surroundings for STEM
projects, designed pianos out of bananas,
and coded robots to drive through self-made
‘cities’ on their classroom floors.They have
showcased their creativity at our BIG ART
Festival, challenged themselves on
the sports fields and performed
on stage in dance, drama
and song.
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Enterprise
continues to play an
intrinsic role in the everyday
work happening in classrooms
throughout the School as we
strive to embed an enterprising
mindset in our students and
empower them to choose
intelligent risk taking,
productive thinking and
entrepreneurial
thinking.

Enterprise
Students participated
in Enterprise Accelerator
programs during the school
holiday periods – our students
from Years 5 to 9 were joined by
their peers from schools across
Bayside, published their own
books and showcased them
at an exclusive book
launch at Dymocks
in Southland.

In 2019, more than 70 students in Senior School took
part in Enterprise Academy programs designed to
prepare students for success in a fast paced world,
giving them the skills to have the confidence to create
their own business, implement a new idea from
concept to completion and take a chance on their own
creativity. Along with a diverse range of workshops
and holiday programs, the Academy offered students
opportunities to meet entrepreneurs, access mentors
and attend conferences and special events outside of
the classroom.

“Innovation is a key focus of the Senior Enterprise
Program and we were excited to have ‘Tesla’
visit our School. Tesla employees ran a workshop
with our Year 9 students focusing on renewables,
Tesla battery technology and its applications
from vehicle to big batteries.”
Ms Kelly Jedd, Head of Careers and Senior Enterprise.
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Enterprise girls pitched to Claire
Ireland, the Australian High
Commissioner to Nigeria, at her
office in the CBD, and worked with
other girls in Lagos to develop an
app for wellbeing.They pitched
for their business ventures at the
professional offices of Ernst and Young
in Exhibition Street and they were
mentored by industry professionals, as
well as their peers at school and from
other schools in Victoria and around
the world, to create an enterprise
eco-system of girls helping girls.

“Junior Enterprise is about providing
authentic, purposeful opportunities that
engage and empower girls to believe in
themselves. Being enterprising is more than
running a business, it involves passion,
commitment, cooperation and resilience.
To be successful you need to engage in
productive struggle and understand what
it is like to fail. Follow your heart, trust
your instincts and commit to what you are
passionate about.”
Mrs Nicole Spence, Junior Enterprise Leader

STUDENT MENTORS
Emily Tinker shared
her enterprise journey with
her Eco-Friendly Food Wrap
Business ‘BeeSustainable’ with the
group, Billie Angelone, Founder of
The Wanderful Wardrobe, spoke
about the importance of finding your
passion and Juliet Beaton talked
about her Social Enterprise
business ‘We’re Going Banana’s’
and its environmental
focus.

“In Term 1 we used the Unit of Inquiry from class – ‘How we organise
ourselves’.The girls worked on a project to identify a problem relevant
to recess and lunchtime in the Junior School. What is missing?
What would you like to see more of? In Term 2 the girls worked on
understanding a business plan.The girls then found a charity they liked
and in groups developed a lemonade stand. It was about working
through questions like, what will your point of difference be? What will
your lemonade stand offer that the others won’t? Donating profits to
a charity. Outlay, float, profit etc.”
“One of my favourites was when we did ‘How the World Works’ and
we had guest speakers from Senior Enterprise share their journeys –
both successes and failures.”
Mrs Nicole Spence, Junior Enterprise Leader

Entrepreneur
of the Year –
Billie Angelone
– The Wanderful
Wardrobe

In our
Junior School, girls
from Years 3 to 6 joined
a newly revised program
which connected
enterprise thinking to the
PYP (Primary
Years Programme)
curriculum.
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STEM is
integrated into
student learning
experiences all the way
through from the Early
Learning Years
to Year 12.

STEM

Science • Technology • Enterprise • Mathematics
“We aim to give the girls confidence in dealing
with STEM concepts and projects. That could
mean taking it to all kinds of different settings. It’s
important they feel comfortable that STEM can
be part of whatever their career choice is, that it
doesn’t have to dominate what they’re doing,”
Ms Kelly Jedd, Head of Careers and Senior Enterprise
Zoe Livermore,
Year 10, won the
national Biomimicry
blog post run by the
Gene Technology Access
Centre and is featured
on the GTAC
website.
The Big Science
Competition saw nearly
70 students from Years
7–10 compete against 42,000
students from 18 different
countries.We are proud to
say the School had 8 high
distinctions, placing these
students in the top 5%
of all competitors.

Enterprise 13

In Senior School, Dr Gail Iles, Astronaut
Trainer, was the keynote speaker at our
annual Science Breakfast during National
Science Week in August with the event having
its highest attendance from fellow girls’
schools students ever.
Tesla employees ran a workshop with our
Year 9 students through their Future Global
Leaders Program, focusing on Renewables,
Tesla battery technology and its applications
from vehicles to big batteries. Students
attended a Tesla Model X and Powerwall
Battery Demonstration and learnt that staff
came from a variety of backgrounds such as
commerce and marketing and whilst science
and engineering are useful in this field, there
were plenty of employees at Tesla without a
science background.
“In 2019 our Senior students learnt to apply
their research, learn investigative, design
and program skills to focusing on projectbased learning tasks exploring authentic
real-world problems.They participated in
industry internships, engaged in workshops
with industry and academic experts, and took
part in Science and Maths competitions and
projects against other students globally,” said
Mrs Jo Frost,Vice Principal – Wellbeing
and Head of Senior School.

In the Junior
School our students
were involved in STEM
activities from coding robots,
creating makey makey kits,
to planting and harvesting
sustainable gardens and selling
their harvested crops to families
to creating their own
businesses and building their
passion projects.

Our Year 4 students presented at the UB
Tech BrightSparks Conference where
they taught students from all over Victoria
how to turn bananas into electronic
keyboards while our buddies program
with girls from Year 1 – 6 created road
maps to code their ozobots to drive
through their cities and designed grand
prix tracks for racing their robots in real
world applications of maths, directionality,
angles, mapping and accuracy.
The Junior School is now filled with
towering ‘planks’ experiments where
the girls are combining engineering and
building skills to promote design thinking
and architecture, integral parts of STEM.

“These activities teach the grass
roots levels of coding through a fun
and engaging activity that encourage
resilience, persistence and accuracy
required to be successful in STEM.”
Ms Donnah Ciempka, Acting Head of Junior School
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Our students’
learning didn’t stop
in the classrooms with our
global focus once again
bringing the world to the girls
“We want the girls who travel to other
on campus while also seeing many
of our students step out of
countries on our study tours to have an
their comfort zones and venture
understanding of the places they are
across the globe on a
number
of international
visiting and the cultures and
Our School
experiences.
achieved one of the highest
societal pressures before
education honours on
they arrive so when they
a global scale when we were
awarded the prestigious
do get there they can have
Accreditation by the Council
a transformative
of International Schools
learning experience.”
with our curriculum and
offerings up there with
Mrs Kay McCullough, Vice Principal
the best in the world.

Global
Our global tours program saw our students travelling to New
Zealand, China, Japan and Vietnam along with our Years 10 – 12
social impact school development project in Thailand.

Our Year 9 ‘Future Global Leaders’ Program continues to
flourish while our Year 8 to VCE Global Studies Program
ensures a global perspective is embedded into the curriculum
while our AMES program with the Adult Migrant Education
Service offers our Year 11s the opportunity to work with youth,
support the English programs and learn about the people they
are working with, many of whom are young refugees.

Students embraced the opportunity to
engage with fellow students and share their
experiences during International Week,
Harmony Day and International Women’s
Day activities across the School.

Global 15

“The School’s global focus is not just
about girls travelling to other countries
but understanding and engaging with a
global curriculum while creating their
own voice on the international stage.”
Mrs Kay McCullough, Vice Principal

Our students from ELC to VCE continue to thrive within our Languages
Programs with Mandarin offered from the early years joined by Japanese,
French and German in the Senior School.
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C E L E B R AT I N G

M E N TO N E G
IRLS’ G
RAMMA R

1899 – 2019
2019 was a year to celebrate 120 years of girls’ education the
Mentone way. It began in January with the opening of our new
Aquatic Centre (stage one of the Wellbeing Precinct), that was
developed to provide girls with the best aquatics environment
for girls and was followed by a number of celebrations across the
School community.

Our Junior School
students donned olden days
attire and embraced the
chance to try out games and
activities that would have been on
offer if they were at Mentone Girls’
in the 1900s.The tug of war was the
most popular event on the day
closely followed by hulla hooping,
sack racing, quoits, croquet,
noughts and crosses
and sack tossing.
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The whole school
honoured the history
of the School with a magnificent
service at St Paul’s Cathedral in
Melbourne’s CBD joined by
Old Girls and past staff, while our
parent community let their hair
down at a Gala Ball in
Albert Park as the city
lights twinkled
behind them.
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C E L E B R AT I N G

M E N TO N E G
IRLS’ G
RAMMA R

1899 – 2019
120 year-old
‘Goldie’ Bear
made an entrance
and headed home
with some families
in honour of the
celebrations.

The Simpson Sisters started the School with the aim of
empowering girls to succeed and 120 years on, we believe
they would be proud of what the School has become.
From one small building with a handful of students to a
vibrant, buzzing School of 800, we look forward to seeing
what our students can do well in to the future.
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Sport

2019 was the strongest year yet for our Sports program with
increasing numbers of girls participating, our best results at
GSV events and Aerobics Nationals and the opening of our
incredible Wellbeing Precinct.
Our GSV successes continued as our Junior Cross Country
girls won Division Two and our Athletics Team came second
in Division Two and won 19 medals at Finals Night, the best
result we’ve recorded in 17 years. Swim Captain, Isabella Leard
was awarded the captaincy of the GSV Water Polo side, Lolyta
Mathieson and Anna Davis were selected for the GSV Soccer
team, Holly Neville won three gold and a silver medal at GSV
Finals night, made the GSV team, the Victorian Schools team
and the Victorian State Team, Hannah Wilcock, was named
in the Victorian State Team for the Little Athletics Nationals
along with Libby Hathway, with Hannah winning a gold, silver
and bronze medal at the GSV Finals Night and Libby breaking
the GSV javelin record at GSV Athletics Finals Night, winning a
gold medal and two silver medals.

“We are now the envy of the GSV as we
continue to shine on the sporting field and host
our competitors in state of the art facilities.”
Ms Libby Lewin, Head of Sport

Sport 21

“The mighty Meerkats have continued to show that they may
be small but the standard of our performances exceed our
size. The team spirit shown at sports events demonstrates
the passion our students have for sport and the importance
of the whole team culture.”
Ms Libby Lewin, Head of Sport
In Junior School, our students relished the opportunity to swim in the
new pools in the Aquatic Centre, run and jump on our new sporting
fields and tackle new sports in the expanded Year 5 and 6 Tri-Alliance
Competition with Toorak College and Firbank. Our Community Netball
program on the weekends continued to grow with the Mini Meerkats
challenging their bigger club opponents.
Following the
opening of our state-ofthe-art Aquatic Centre in
January, the swimming program
took on a new focus with more
girls joining the early morning squad
sessions and the team achieving GSV
Division One in swimming finals
again, finishing one place higher
and consolidating Mentone
Girls’ position as a
regular Division One
school.

Other outstanding
performances included
Isabella Grimshaw who competed
at the World Windsurfing
Championships for Australia, Meg
Spink was named in the Victorian
Indoor Cricket Team and
Brigitta Evans and Bea Nannes
qualified for the Snow
Sports Nationals.
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Aerobics
Dance & Glee
If we thought a record-breaking year in 2018 was good, doing it again in 2019
was certainly remarkable for our Aerobics, Dance and Glee Squad who brought
home 40 medals from Nationals, the best result ever.

For Head Coach Ms Jess Hayes there were a number of highlights across the
year aside from breaking the medal record. “Having every student, from Junior to
Senior School, who competed at Regionals qualify for the State Finals in one or
more of their events was fantastic and then at State Finals all our Junior School
students competing qualified for Nationals.”
“They were the best Finals results and National qualifications we have had in
many years. One of the coaching team’s main aims was to increase the fitness
and level of our Junior school squad so we feel we have definitely made a great
start on that in 2019.”
The Squad also recorded some of its highest scores ever received at Nationals
with the ‘Halloween’ Mega Dance team, ‘Secret Agents’ Jazz team and ‘Freak
Flag’ glee teams all scoring over 90 points – a huge achievement at Nationals.

Our youngest
Aerobics students in
Years 1 – 3 took to the
stage for the first time
at the Spring Challenge
and End of
Year Display.

2017 School Captain and now Old girl, Maddie Royle, capped a long and successful Aerobics and
Dance career from Year 3 – 12, winning the Senior Individual Women’s Aero dance event at the
ANAC competition in Phoenix Arizona while for the first time, we had Secondary and Old Skool
‘fitness team’ competing in the elite stream of the Schoolaerobics competition. Both teams qualified
for Nationals in their first year in this stream where they compete against teams who are often
competing at world level.
“Seeing our whole squad from Year 1 upwards on stage for the End of Year Display is always a fun
way to finish the season. So many students up on stage enjoying themselves and having fun while
keeping fit is what it’s all about. I also love seeing the students engage with their peers from all
different Year Levels and cheering each other on and encouraging them to do their best at training
and competitions.This is one of the most special things about our squad and other schools often
ask how we ‘get the girls to do this’. I think that as it’s a regular part of our training sessions, at
competitions it’s natural that they are a huge cheer squad for each other.”
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“As the Head coach I am
extremely proud of all the
students’ efforts, whether
they are a competition
athlete / performer or a
recreational one only. To
show up each week to
training and give it your
best is all that we ask.”
Ms Jess Hayes, Head Coach

Alongside our Aerobics girls, the growth of the Dance and Glee
programs saw more girls trying out for these sections and the
School entering more teams and solos at State Finals, and for
the first time, a Junior School Dance team who also qualified
for Nationals.

The successes
were not restricted to our
current students either. As a
group the squad includes Old
Girls’ who not only coach a
number of the teams but also
compete in the ‘Old Skool’
sections of State Finals and
Nationals.

SO,WHAT’S NEXT FOR OUR AMAZING SQUAD AND COACHES?
“In 2020 we look forward to another exciting year of Aerobics, Dance
and Glee.We hope to see continued interest from the students in joining
the program and enjoying training while they make new friends and learn
new skills and routines. I’d like to increase participation in our Junior
School teams and keeping our Senior School girls continuing on, including
our Year 12s who can use it as a co-curricular stress releasing activity.”

“We added extra dance
team training sessions this
year and I think this really
lifted the standard of our
teams and brought their
technique and artistry up
another notch.We hope
to continue this in 2020
and with our Year 6’s
coming up to the Senior
School having already had
Dance team experience
we hope to continue
lifting the standard of our
dance routines.These
sections are also highly
competitive as we are
against commercial Dance
Studios, not just schools,
so we have to make sure
we keep working to
improve our technique
and execution,” Ms Hayes.
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Visual Arts
This year BIG ART was about expressing the past, the present and future in
a variety of mediums that allowed the girls to express their passions, their
creativity and their understanding of themselves and the world around
them as we celebrate 120 years of Mentone Girls’ and empower them to
move forward into the future.

“Every year I am more and more proud of our students
and what they achieve.”
Mr Konrad Kondratowicz, Head of Art

From studio art,
folio work, paintings,
ceramics, mosaics, screen
printing, wearable art, puppetry,
digital media and more; the
school walls, entry ways,
ceilings and windows are
adorned with the quality
of the art curriculum
at every turn.
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As you walk
through the School you
see numerous real life
examples of the breadth
of visual art creativity
exuding from the art
classrooms.

In 2020,
Mr Kondratowicz
plans to continue the
innovation in the arts space,
taking advantage of new
technologies while allowing
the girls to explore and
learn new ways of seeing and
thinking beyond their
current view of
the world.
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Our Performing Arts programs again showcased the talents of
our students from Junior to Senior School in 2019, with a special
significance in honouring the School’s 120th celebratory year.
Our musicians and performers were heard far and wide from
the Generations in Jazz Festival Mount Gambier,The Victorian
Music Festival,VCE Piano Quartet taking part in the International
Piano and Strings Festival, our Senior Choir performing at the
World Premier of ‘Feel Live’ by Carolyn Morris with the Bayside
Chamber Orchestra, the Kellerman Chorale and Senior Choirs
participating in the German Choir Competition to our own BIG
ART Festival, our 120th Years Founders’ Day Service at the St
Paul’s Cathedral and special celebration school assemblies.

Performing Arts
In our Junior School,
new individual Drama,
Communication and Performance
classes, instrument lessons,
orchestral arrangements, ensembles
and concert bands showcased the
girls’ talents and offered our
younger students increasing
opportunities to develop
their confidence, resilience
and self-esteem.
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“Performing Arts is intrinsic
to our School, it’s part of our
culture and our girls perform
to an incredible level.”
Ms Susanna Rummel, Head
of Performing Arts,

Senior School
stage bands, guitar ensemble,
contemporary pop groups,
saxophone ensemble, clarinet choir,
flute choir, various string quartets, a
piano quartet and Junior and Senior
Golden Note Evenings and award
winning Choirs round off
a magnificent array of
performing arts offerings
across the School.

“Our Drama, Communication and Performance classes
aim to empower students and build their self-esteem
through positive language and action. Individual and
small groups ensure each individual is given the time and
attention they need to grow. This program is exciting,
creative, challenging and nurtures life-long interpersonal
and professional skills.”
Ms Mel Butel, Drama Teacher

Not only do our expert teachers perform themselves outside of school,
they share their real-world experiences with the students. A number of
staff and students were involved in PLOS Musical Theatre’s production of
Shrek, performed at the Frankston Arts Centre. In the picture (L-R) Tony
Toppi (Musical Director), Cate Waugh (French Horn), Felicity Bertram
(Teen Fiona), Jessica Jacobs (Trombone), Jessica Leigh (Violin).
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A testament of the calibre
of the School Performing
Arts programs, our 2019
production of The Drowsy
Chaperone (STEIN cast) that
performed at the Alexander
Theatre at Monash University,
received an exceptional
17 nominations as part of
the Lyrebird Awards.They
recognise the achievements of
individuals and groups in the
form of award nominations in
a variety of categories from
best production, best actress
to best lighting design. To add
another feather to our cap the
team were asked to perform
during the Ceremony, another
incredible recognition for
the School.

“Our students stepped up to the challenges of
creating a large scale musical, embraced the
opportunity to perform on a professional stage,
and performed as one to a level that we have
seen is now recognised within the arts industry.”
Mr Trent Bockman, 2019 Production Director
Katy Cawley,Year 12, received a Music Theatre Guild Award
Nomination for her role of The Drowsy Chaperone.

Best Supporting Actor – Youth Production Musical: Rad Vallance
Best Supporting Actress – Youth Production Musical: Anja Starkiss
Best Acting Partnership – Youth Production Musical: Izzy Peltekis & Mali Anderson
Highly Commended Male Performer – Youth Production Musical: Justin Carino
Highly Commended Male Performer – Youth Production Musical: Patrick Smith
Highly Commended Female Performer – Youth Production Musical: Iva Doran
Best Ensemble Male Performer – Youth Production Musical: Ronan Callanan
Best Ensemble – Youth Production Musical: Mentone Girls’ Grammar

“Shelby Durant our Assistant Director was
incredibly committed and put her heart and soul
into the project, often doing things that don’t
receive public recognition but were intrinsic to
the show’s success while Helen Ren our Assistant
Stage Manager was integral to the success of the
production. If anything went wrong you probably
never knew about it because Helen had already
fixed it! Jenny Cai our Assistant Musical Director
is a marvellous talent who played Keys 1 in an
orchestra in Year 12. An amazing effort!”
Mr Trent Bockman, 2019 Production Director
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House

The camaraderie, teamwork and fun established through our House activities
from Prep – Year 12 reached new heights in 2019. Our House Swimming
events for both Senior and Junior School were held in our incredible new
indoor Aquatic Centre, a new competition was launched in Senior School,
House Drama, where we saw new talents showcased and new students step
into the limelight.
For our youngest students the highlight of the year was being the first
students to host a major event on our newly opened sporting fields in Term 4
with the K – Year 2 House Athletics.

These events
were joined by vibrant
Senior School House
Dance performances,
House Cross Country and
Athletics, and a rousing
end to Term 2 with the
Junior School House
Chorales.
Senior House Results
Swimming: Saints
Athletics: Saints
Cross Country: Grammar
Music: Saints
Dance: Mc Cowan
Drama: Mc Cowan
Debating: Grammar
Aerobics Year 7 & 8: Grammar
Table Tennis: Saints
Enterprise Cup: Grammar
Kickball: Grammar
Volleyball: Kent
Water Polo: Kent
Netball: Kent
Junior Results
Swimming: Grammar
Athletics: Grammar
Cross Country: Saints
Aerobics: Saints
Chorales: Mc Cowan

Fletcher Cup: Grammar and Saints
Senior Aggregate Winner: Saints
Combined Aggregate winner
(Senior & Junior): Saints

“We are so proud of all
the effort and help the
Saints girls have put in
across all year levels.
Thank you to everyone
for your hard work and
accepting our sometimes
crazy ideas!”
Olivia Moroney and Tara
Sneikus, St Margaret’s Captains
and House Cup winners, Saints
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While last year was spent
waiting with anticipation
for our new Wellbeing
Precinct to finish, 2019
kicked off with a splash
with the opening of our
sparkling Aquatic Centre
and students diving in
from Day 1 of Term 1.

Around the Grounds
Housing a
25m 8 lane pool, technique
pool and 1m and 3m diving boards
along with purpose built change
rooms and facilities for girls,
the Centre has seen a renewed
enthusiasm for all of our water
based activities from squad
swimming to water
polo and diving.

By the end of Term 4
the netball and basketball
courts had the final touches
added with blue Plexipave. Our
Wellbeing Precinct designed for
girls is now fully operational
with increased curriculum
opportunities and co-curricular
offerings for girls from
ELC to Year 12.
Day 1 of Term 4 saw the cut of the ribbon for the
outdoor sporting fields, with girls taking advantage
of the huge space for everything from kicking a
footy, running and tennis to relaxing on the fields
and new courtyard area for recess and lunch.
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“A sincere thank you to our community
for helping us raise over $1M in support
of our Wellbeing Precinct. It has been a
thrill watching our girls thrive physically
and holistically in these new settings
which are important to wellbeing.”
Ms Janelle Donnelly, School Council President and
former Foundation Chair

During the year our Junior School underwent a dramatic facelift
inside with fantastic new classrooms, learning spaces, meeting
rooms and of course our now bright, open reception.The Junior
students have embraced the new environment that includes
new technology capabilities and will see further inclusions in
2020 with new furniture and activities for the open spaces.

Our VCE students
have relished their new
open plan University-like
spaces in their Senior College,
Cobbalanna, with students
utilising the variety of seating
areas and study spaces for
House event preparations,
quiet study and group
discussions.
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Old Girls

Community spirited
Connecting over 7,000 remarkable women
in more than 50 countries
Our Old Girls’ Club’s mission is to foster
a sense of community, maintaining life-long
contact with peers and the School and
providing ongoing support for the School

2020 IMPORTANT DATES (OLD GIRLS/PAST STAFF)

“The OGC is an
empowered and ever evolving
collection of women making
changes in the world. In all areas of
business, science, arts and leadership,
Old Girls are still embodying the
values of Mentone Girls’
Grammar.”
Michaela Rowland,
President, Old Girls’ Club
(Class of 2015)

Thursday 27 February:

Mother/Daughter Breakfast

Friday 20 March:

Remarkable Women

Saturday 9 May:

Melbourne Reunion

Tuesday 5 May:

Founders’ Day Service and Afternoon Tea

Wednesday 29 July:

Careers Afternoon

Thursday 30 July:

Sydney Reunion

Thursday 22 October:

50+ Years Reunion

Thursday 17 December:

Past Staff Christmas Luncheon

Further information about these events will be communicated closer to the event date.
MOTHER-DAUGHTER
BREAKFAST
We love celebrating our
multigenerational families! On
Thursday 21 March, Old Girl
mums and their daughters
enjoyed a yoga session with
Georgia Hicks (Class of 2007)
followed by breakfast.

REMARKABLE

WOMEN
Enjoy a fun, fabulous night out with your fellow
remarkable women, hear from our guest speaker and
host, ARIA winning Australian musician, actor, radio
presenter and business entrepreneur, Clare Bowditch.

SAVE
THE DATE!
Friday 20 March
2020

Clare won her ARIA Award in 2006 for Best Female
before being nominated for a Logie Award for her
work on the TV series Offspring in 2012. She has had
Top Ten albums, been named Rolling Stone’s Woman of
the Year,YEN Young Woman of the Year (Music), toured
with Gotye and Leonard Cohen, written for Harpers
Bazaar, Rolling Stone and the Drum.Clare is currently
an ambassador for the Australasian Performing Right
Association (APRA), Phonographic Performance Co
of Aust Ltd (PPCA) and Smiling Mind.
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ARCHIVES WORKING BEE

CAREERS AFTERNOON

We were so grateful to have many Old Girls, past staff, past
parents and councillors volunteer during the week of 8-12 April
in sorting and identifying photographs spanning the School’s
history. A sincere thank you to Jan Stanley, Keli David, Sue
Hodgson, Kate Sleeth, Roz Walker, Michaela Rowland, Danielle
Hamstead, Mike, Debbie, Chrissie and Emma Slater, Marilyn
Wiber, Jenny Burrowes, Sandra Jackson, Jenny Gillespie, Bronwyn
Stephenson, Lynn Horsburgh and Judy Horton.

On Wednesday 24 July, our Year 9 to 12 students were privy to
an insightful Careers Afternoon with speakers from an array
of professions, most of whom were our talented Old Girls.
A highlight was the panel session involving Brittany O’Neil,
Class of 2007 (Victoria Police) and Chrissy Slater, Class of 2005
(Accounting). A big thank you to these Old Girls for sharing
their expertise: Rebecca Barber, Class of 2007 (Law), Lizzie
Thomas, Class of 2009 (STEM), Kim Pearson, Class of 2012
(Music), Alice Schenk-Green, Class of 2011 (Architecture) and
Kylie Smith, Class of 1998 (Marketing & Event Management).

Many of these photos identified have been scanned and added to
our Digital Archives. If you haven’t already registered, please go
to: www.mentonearchives.net

If you would like to participate in our 2020 Careers Afternoon,
please get in touch with Kelly Jedd, kjedd@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au

MELBOURNE REUNION
On Saturday 11 May, the Prudence Lewty Hall was abuzz with
laughter and nostalgia as over 150 Old Girls reminisced about
their School days. Guests enjoyed delicious canapés, a twocourse lunch and a School tour incorporating the new Aquatic
Centre. All received a beautiful 120th Anniversary pin. A special
congratulations to the Class of 1969 who celebrated their 50
year reunion.

SYDNEY REUNION
Our Sydney Reunion on 1 August was a wonderful event at the
360 Bar at Sydney Tower. Old Girls enjoyed magnificent harbour
views while reminiscing about their School days. We always
enjoy catching up with our Sydney-based Old Girls.

INTERCULTURAL CONNECTIONS
It was a delight to welcome back Sue Ward (Class of 1979) and
Reiko Inumaru (nee Funabashi) to the School recently. Reiko
was a Year 11 exchange student at the School in 1977 and
enjoyed a homestay with Sue. Reiko is now a tea ceremony and
ikebana (flower arrangement) expert in Tokyo. Reiko fondly
remembers Mrs Susie Narita, Japanese teacher at the time.
Susie was instrumental in establishing the Japanese program at
the School in the 1960s. Mentone Girls’ Grammar has been at
the forefront of intercultural connectivity and foreign language
instruction!

50 YEARS + REUNION
On Thursday 22 August, the
School hosted a lovely luncheon
for Old Girls who graduated
from the School 50 or more
For all
years ago. Principal, Fran Reddan
Old Girls’ Club
spoke about initiatives including
enquiries, please get in
the 120th anniversary. We were
touch with Roslyn Holloway,
privileged to have our oldest
Advancement Manager on
known Old Girl, Moys Sinclair
9581 1263 or rholloway@
(Class of 1938) attend with
mentonegirls.vic.edu.au
daughter, Gayle Neylan (Class
of 1972). Everyone enjoyed a
beautiful performance by our Years
1 and 2 Mini Singers.
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The Foundation
is the principal fundraising
vehicle for the School which
enables it to accelerate integral
Building, Library and Scholarship
programs and facilities for
our girls which are not
supported by school fees
or government grants.

Foundation

Thank you to all those parents who have supported our Voluntary
Building Fund in 2019. This year your contributions have supported
magnificent refurbishments in both Cobbalanna and the Junior School.
The girls are enjoying their new environments which add greater
functionality and scope for learning as can be seen on the ‘Around the
Grounds’ pages of this magazine.
“Congratulations Elle,
your school years are now
complete. It has been a delight
seeing you thrive as the first
recipient of the Aline Darke
Perpetual Scholarship.”
Amanda Robertson, Foundation Chair
‘Aline (Class of 1930)
was the epitome of a
remarkable Mentone
Girl, someone who
achieved so much for
the good of others. Her
gift to me has made such
a positive change and
has urged me to make
a difference, no matter
how big or small.’

Elle Haryanto (Year 12),
Aline Darke Scholar

Elle Haryanto (Year 12),
Aline Darke Scholar

SIMPSON SOCIETY
“A gift in your will is the perfect way to express your affection for Mentone Girls’
Grammar School. Once you have looked after your family’s needs, you may
wish to remember and support the School through a bequest. We greatly value
contributions of any size and recognise support through the Simpson Society.”
Roslyn Holloway, Advancement Manager

PRESENTATION NIGHT PRIZES
We award many Presentation Night prizes
in October each year to our girls and are
always looking forward to support in funding
these. If you would like to sponsor a prize
($100/year – minimum five years), please
contact Roslyn Holloway. All sponsors
are recognised in the Presentation Night
program and Donor insert.

Thank you to Old Girl, Dr Jennifer Marty (nee Frewin, Class of
1967) for her generosity in sponsoring two Science Experience
prizes per year for our talented STEM students. We were
excited to award this year’s prizes to Zara Anderson and Alice
Sprung, both in Year 9. They will attend a three day program
at RMIT performing experiments, meeting senior lecturers,
attending site visits and experiencing what it is like at university!
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Parents’ Association
The highlights this year were the ever popular Mother’s and
Father’s Day stalls, the parent run BBQs at House Athletics
Carnivals and the revamped Junior School Disco which was a
huge success, with most Junior School students attending.
At Big Art, the BBQ and refreshments were well received,
especially by hungry girls after school! Special thanks to the
international parents for joining forces with the PA Committee
and preparing some delicious savoury and sweet spring rolls.
The fantastic 120th Gala dinner was a great night with PA
support of the band while our Junior School PA members
provided a wonderful new sound system for our Junior School
girls to perform their morning Aerobics to.
The end of the year was again busy with the annual
Mango Drive and supporting the School’s Christmas
Picnic and Santa Claus himself.

The Rose Christmas Lunch, was revitalized with a change
to Sunday, and was a lovely way to end the school year with
friends while also farewelling our Year 12 parents.
In 2019, once again the number of active committee members
increased and 2020 sees some more big changes with all
new committee office bearers being appointed at the AGM.
Welcome to Will Donovan and Kath Shield our new
Co-Presidents, Giang Pham as Treasurer and Marie-Josee
Moroney as Secretary. We are sure they will bring new ideas
and enthusiasm to their roles and are looking forward to
another fantastic year.
To join the Parents’ Association or Friends of the Parents’
Association please contact pa@mentonegirls.vic.edu.au.

As always
the Parents’
Association was active
in supporting ‘Fun, Fund and
Friend raising’ in 2019. The
committee and Class Reps, led by
Co-Presidents Ann King and Helen
Tetlow, were amazing in
volunteering their time and
imagination in delivering a
calendar of events
throughout the year.

“The kindness of our community is central in helping
Mentone Girls’ Grammar develop and create life-changing
opportunities for our students. We are so thankful to
everyone - parents, students, Old Girls, current / past
staff and friends for contributing to the Foundation. I am
so lucky to be part of this beautiful school.”
Roslyn Holloway, Advancement Manager

A sincere thank you to our community for helping us
raise over $1M in support of our new Aquatic Centre
Interested
and Multipurpose Playing Fields. It has been a thrill
in donating?
watching our girls thrive physically and holistically in
Please contact our Advancement
these new settings which are important to wellbeing.
Manager, Roslyn Holloway.
Email: rholloway@
mentonegirls.vic.edu.au
Ph: 9581 1263
Roslyn spoke at the June 2019 EducatePlus
Conference on the topic of ‘Creating
Captivating Campaigns’ with Jo Nitz, Director
of Development, Geelong Grammar.
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